
  

MINUTES 
Chatswood West Ward Progress Association Meeting 

7:30 PM Thursday 24th September 2020 
 
Committee decision: As provided in the Constitution, the Committee has determined 
that due to the success of our first ZOOM meeting we will continue with ZOOM meetings 
until further notice. These will be determinative meetings. 
 
Our President Kay has a special anniversary today so our Vice-President Chee Yin will 
Chair the meeting. As Secretary, I will be the ZOOM Host managing the meeting under 
ZOOM. I have advise Chee to verbally interrupt me if she wishes to speak from the 
Chair. 
 
NOTE: To fully participate in the meeting: 
 

 It is preferred that you log-in from a device with a CAMERA so we can see you 
and confirm your attendance. If this will not be possible, pleaseadvise the 
Secretary in advance 

 please edit your display name to your Forename and Surname (or equivalent) 

 please MUTE your device unless you have been approved to speak 

 to seek leave to address the meeting you need to use the RAISE HAND feature 
of ZOOM. This places you in the queue to speak. To vote during the meeting, 
you will also be asked to use the RAISE HAND feature  

 If you leave the meeting early, please log out 

 If you require technical support either before or during the meeting please 
contact either Phil Sharratt  E: psharratt8@gmail.com M: 0439 370 029 or Diana 
Pryde diana.s.pryde@gmail.com or John Pryde johnmpryde@gmail.com 

 
Acknowledgement to country: “We wish to acknowledge the traditional custodians of these 
lands on which we gather and show our respect to their elders past and present”. 
 
Declarations of interest: Clr. Campbell – Chatswood Golf Club & Moriarty development due to 
alternative on Sydney North Planning Panel. Will leave meeting. Alan Hall-Watson Chatswood 
Gold Club. 
  
Members Present:  Sixteen via ZOOM 
  
Apologies:  Kay Freudenstein-Hayes 
  
 

Late items: We have included items from Clr. Saville and Clr. Campbell at various points in 
the agenda. 
 
MOVE that the meeting notes of the September 3rd ZOOM meeting be noted. Moved: 
Secretary, Seconded: Vice-President. Adopted. 
 
Treasurer’s report: The Treasurer spoke to his report. Move that the August 2020 
Treasurer’s reports be accepted. Moved: Treasurer. Seconded: Secretary. Adopted 
 

REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS 

Written reports have previously been requested from Councillors. Any received will be 
distributed with the minutes. 
 
Deputy Mayor: Congratulations to Clr. Campbell on being re-elected unopposed for the role 
of Deputy Mayor for a second year in a row. 
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FEDERATION OF WILLOUGHBY PROGRESS ASSOCIATIONS 

Next meeting scheduled for Saturday 3RD October. Our Vice-President will attend as an 
alternative delegate. 
 
MEETING WITH MAYOR 

PA Presidents meet by ZOOM with Mayor on 29th September. 
 

GOVERNANCE  
Council papers: Council publishes Council papers before each monthly Council meeting. 
They also publish the Minutes of meetings. They advertise on their website that agendas 
will be available from 5PM on the Tuesday before the meeting. Minutes available on the 
Thursday after the meeting. On a number of occasions the papers and minutes have not 
been published on time. This is quite frustrating as there is no advice on when they will be 
published. We wrote to Council with a number of suggestions as to what could be done to 
keep people informed if there is a problem in publishing the papers. We received a swift 
response promising to take our suggestions onboard. 
 
Councillor Code of Conduct: Council adopted an updated Code of Conduct. One off the 
aspects flagged by the state government related to gifts and benefits to Councillours includ-
ing the value of gifts that need to be reported. Currently this is $50.00. The state govern-
ment suggesting this could rise to $100.00. Councillors elected not to retain the $50.00 
cap on gifts as recommended in the original motion. 
 
Advisory Committees: Council determined to reactivate meetings of advisory com-
mittees. These had been put on hold due to COVID-19. They also endorsed Councillor 
Saville’s motion that the meetings be held by ZOOM. The officer’s recommendation was to 
consult with the committees about their preferred meeting mode. 

 
MAJOR LEGISLATION CHANGES 

Chatswood CBD Urban Design Strategy : The state government has now endorsed Council’s 

proposed changes. A key change to the LEP was the introduction of controls adjacent to herit-
age conservation areas and low density residential development, resulting in reductions to 
floor space ratios and heights. 
 
Clr. Campbell reports: Council has endorsed the updated CBD strategy as endorsed by the 
DPIE.  I believe Charles is giving a separate report on that, but the changes mainly consist 
of the step-down around the edges, especially on the eastern and southern ends.  There are 
also corresponding FSR changes in those areas.  Also, as previously mentioned, a residen-
tial component is now allowed in the eastern portion of the CBD core, whereas in the west-
ern section it is disallowed (this was previously applicable to the entire area). 

An analysis prepared by Charles Gowing is attached. 

Clr. Saville unsuccessfully moved: to amend the recommended heights contained in the 
Chatswood CBD Planning and Urban Design Strategy as follows:  

 27-35 Archer Street – Reduction in height to a maximum of 45m  

 37-49 Archer Street – Reduction to a maximum of 45m  

 51-61 Archer Street – Reduction in height to a maximum of 70m at the southern edge  

 Bertram Street – Reduction to 22m between Albert Ave and Johnson Street. 
 
Clr. Saville mentioned that there may be a recession motion lodged in regard to this matter. 

 

 

 

 



  

HERITAGE 

9 Centennial: On-going issues, the back door of 9 Centennial has been smashed in half,  
potential risk for vandalism.  The grille fence unsecured by bolts and only has light wire ties.  
DA/subdivision went planning panel in July, David Grover addressed the panel.  
 

ENVIRIONMENT & OPEN SPACE 

Electric vehicles re-charging points raised by Peter Hayes. Request for 
information sent to Council. Response received below. 
  
In the light of the need for a national goal to achieve net zero emissions, there is a role for all 
Local Governments to assist to that end. One element of the Council role must be to adapt 
our urban infrastructure to reduce carbon dependence through energy and vehicle substitu-
tion to the extent possible. I hereby move that CWWPA write to Council: suggesting that: 
 

 Council produce a simple chart of the metrics of annual renewable energy us-
age planned vs actual out to 2030.  

 Asking what proportion of the Council’s vehicle fleet has been converted to EV? 
Where are the recharge points located? What is the rollout plan for recharge 
points from 2020 to 2030. 

 Asking what is Council doing to convince owners and Owners’ Corporations that it is 
in their interests to retrofit all apartments for EV charging? 

 Asking what is the Council doing to ensure all future dwellings (conventional and 
high-rise) are configured for EV recharging 

 Will Council amend the DCP by end 2020 to achieve the required 2050 outcomes. 
 

Moved: Peter Hayes Seconded Robert Orme. Adopted 
 
Additional information in Appendices 
 
Ferndale: You may have seen local native gardens established by local families over many 
years, which flow onto the surrounding bushland reserve and which have admired for many 
years.  The gardens form vegetation links with the bush, and provided abundant habitat for 
local species. When owners sell, new owners many not be aware of the importance of the 
plants, & indeed recently, new owners appear to have removed many native, locally 
indigenous plants.   As a result of dual occupancies, large extensions, increased area hard 
surface, I wonder the future for local indigenous gardens, which form links with the bushland.   
I have asked that this be raised at the next NHBAC meeting, in context of  of planning 
instruments and policy.  SEPP 19, once held weight, & wonder if Environmental Living 
Zoning may be relevant in these instances? 
 
Urban Bushland Plan of Management: The Urban Bushland Plan of Management 2014 
(UBPOM) has been reviewed, feedback provided by the NHBAC has now been incorporated 
into the draft copy that went to Council on 14 September 2020.  This draft includes updates 
to policy, legislation and revisions to the WDCP.  The draft UBPOM needs to be approved by 
Council before being referred to Crown Lands. Once the document has been reviewed by 
Crown Lands, it can then go on exhibition public consultation, after which, the final version 
will go to Council for adoption. 

 
TRAFFIC & TRANSPORT 

Pedestrian Safety at Southeast and Southwest corner of Albert Ave and Archer St 
Vehicles traveling east along Albert Ave, enter the right-hand turn lane on Albert Avenue, the 
vehicle will then turn right into Archer Street heading south. The cycle of the traffic lights allows 
a right hand turn as soon as the lights go green ie, there is no separate right turn traffic light 
When the light turns green, vehicles turning into Archer Street (heading south) often do not 
see the pedestrians who are crossing Archer St from the Southeast to Southwest corner of 
Albert Ave at the same time. There have been some close calls.  
 



  

Motion: CWWPA writes to the WCC Traffic and Transport Team, requesting WCC ask 
Transport for NSW, as the operator of the traffic signals, to review the situation and consider 
installing pedestrian safety measures (10 second start for pedestrians before vehicles get 
a green light) within the traffic light cycle (like at many other intersections) or a red right 
hand turn light that is activated when a pedestrian activates the crossing function for an 
appropriate time to allow pedestrians a head start before vehicles turn right.  
 
Moved: Vice President Seconded Treasurer. Adopted 
 

Chatswood Transport Interchange:  
We wrote to both Willoughby Council and our local members asking them to outline their 
plans to upgrade the Chatswood Transport Interchange. 
 
We received a swift, comprehensive response back from Council. Our local member was 
much slower to advise us that she had referred the matter to one of her ministers. 
 

Clr Saville reported: Interchange:    Prior to the Covid-19 pandemic, reports indicated 
30% increase in use of public transport in Sydney.  When more people return to work it is 
anticipated there will be increasing demands on public transport, albeit observing 
physical/social distancing and wearing masks to reduce risk of transmission of infection. 
Ever since the Bus Interchange was constructed there have been complaints by 
residents including poor signage, inadequate information re bus stops and direction, lack 
of space etc.   It is clear that the Interchange needs functionality improvement, esp when 
more Northern beaches buses will arrive in Chatswood.   Escalators from the 
Interchange often malfunction after heavy rain.  Clear signage to lifts for those who 
experience difficulty walking stairs is needed.   Many residents use the Interchange, are 
increasingly frustrated by the inconveniences. 

 
Shared pathway bridge Mowbray Road  
In July 2020 CWWPA wrote to Sydney Metro as follows seeking information about the pro-
posed pathway which was a condition of consent. In July 2020 Sydney Metro replied as fol-
lows: “Sydney Metro is currently reviewing the need and opportunities for a pedestrian and 
cycle connection across the rail corridor to replace the Nelson Street Bridge, We will be able 
to provide more information on proposed options for the area when this review is completed.  
 

Motion: CWWPA write to the WCC Traffic and Transport Team to emphasize the im-
portance of a pedestrian and cycle connection across the rail corridor to replace the 
Nelson Street Bridge and confirm WCC is part of the Sydney Metro review process to 
determine appropriate options?  
 
Moved: Treasurer Seconded: Secretary. Adopted 
 

No Standing sign – Avian Crescent: A petition to move the sign for better visibility was 
lodged. However, even before the petition was placed in front of Council the officers re-
sponsed and moved the sign as requested. 
 
Motions for Local Government Conference: Councilors determined inter alia to MOVE 
TO:  
 

• increase speed limits on dual lane and high quality highways to an upper limit from 
the current maximum 110km/h  

• allow motorcycle or scooter parking on footpaths  
• seek reform of the eligibility criteria Service NSW use to permit medical professionals 

to issue disabled parking permits.  
• legalise the use of electric scooters, electric skateboards and electric 

unicycles  



  

• extend the current 28 day boat trailer parking restrictions to all trailers and 
caravans not attached to the vehicle. Will this lead to people buying a second car 
to leave parked in the street with the trailer attached? 
 

 
DEVELOPMENT 

Development notifications: There have been many changes to planning laws in the recent 
past. Along with the Federation of Progress Associations we are working to ensure that local 
residents are adequately notified when development is proposed nearby. 
 
Planning Proposal amendment 1A-29 Bowen St & 6-18 Moriarty Rd, Chatswood 

This proposal is now open for comment on Have Your Say Willoughby. It involves: 

 rezone the site from R2 Low Density Residential to R4 High Density Residential; 
 rezone the adjoining roadway in Bowen Street from R2 Low Density Residential to R3 

Medium Residential; 
 increase the maximum floor space ratio control from 0.4:1 to 2.5:1; 
 increase the maximum height of building from 8.5 metres to 27 metres; 
 amend the minimum subdivision lot size from 550m2 to 6,000m2 by removing the site 

from the lot size map and inserting an additional clause under Clause 6.10; 

It was suggested that the Officer’s Report for SNPP matters do not go to Council first – can this 
be clarified.? 

Chatswood Golf Club: We have received the following notice of motion: 
 

DA 2020/117 – Chatswood Golf Club Seniors Development 

The Chatswood Golf Course site is strategically located between three native bushland 
reserves - Coolaroo, Ferndale and Lane Cove National Park. Willoughby Council has 
identified the importance of uninterrupted wildlife corridors linking these canopies. There is 
community concern regarding the proposed excessive loss of 255 x trees as documented in 
DA 2020/117 (Chatswood Golf Club Seniors Development). We are also concerned the Site 
Compatibility Certificate (SCC) was issued upon an Arboricultural  Assessment Report that 
clearly proposed the loss of just 28 x trees, not 255 x trees as proposed in the Development 
Application (DA). 

Tree Loss Discrepancy (SCC vs DA) 

 

 

 

A subsequent issue is that 100 of the 255 x trees that are proposed to be removed in the DA 
actually fall outside of the approved SCC footprint (refer attachment). Given the dramatic 
change in scope relating to tree loss the current Development Application (DA) should be 
refused, and a new Site Compatibilty Certificate (SCC) application should be initiated. 



  

Motion: On behalf of local residents in the vicinity of Chatswood Golf Club, the Chatswood 
West Ward Progress Association requests Willoughby City Council to : 

1. Investigate the proposed excessive tree loss and identify ways that will significantly 
reduce the number of trees proposed to be removed. 

2. Investigate any regulatory issue with the proposed asset protection zone falling 
outside of the SCC footprint on RE2 Private Recreation) land and the E4 
Environmental Living zoned block. 

3. Investigate why the Integrated Development should not be assessed holistically as a 
single “Master Plan” integrating all facets of the development together (Serviced Self-
Care Housing + Club House + Course Upgrade) and assessed as a single DA. 

4. If two separate DA’s are to be assessed identify the potential environmental impact 
associated with the 60,000 cubic metres of landfill proposed to be stockpiled on the 
golf course fairways. Recommend appropriate mitigation strategies to prevent a 
potential environmental catastrophe from runoff of sediment into the Lane Cove River 
catchment area (refer attachment). 

5. Recommend that the DA in its current form be refused, revised to address concerns 
expressed and that an revised amended SCC be submitted to the Sydney North 
Planning Panel (SNPP) for assessment. 

 
The motion was moved, seconded , put and adopted. 
 
We have also received the following analysis of this matter provided by Chatswood Golf 
Club 
 

Tree removal issue at 3 September 2020 WWPA Meeting &amp; Subsequent Notes 

Further to the Note from the Zoom Meeting of 3 September and reference to tree loss due to 
the proposed senior’s development at the Chatswood Golf Club.  I wish to advise as follows: 
1. The SCC report was compiled over 3 years ago. The footprint and number of units 
proposed is the same for the DA as was submitted and was the basis on which the Site 
Compatibility Certificate (SCC) was approved by the Department of Planning . 
 
2. In 2019, after the SCC application, the Planning for Bush Fire Protection (PBP) 2019 was 
introduced by the NSW RFS. 
 
3. One of the critical points to note is that there are two distinct areas of identification for the 
tree assessment. The first is the Site Compatibility Certificate (SCC) area marked 
as A highlighted in yellow in the attachment and the second is the Asset Protection Zone 
(APZ) marked as B highlighted in green on the same attachment. The APZ is an area 
identified and governed by the Rural Fire Service which sets out strict compliance guidelines 
for any development within this area. The main purpose of an APZ is to provide a buffer 
zone between a bush fire hazard and an asset, and to promote the reduction of bush fire 
fuel to aid the suppression of fire. 
 
4. In the DA arborist report 255 trees were identified for removal due to their location in 
building footprints, and for bushfire compliance. 57 of these 255 trees were recommended 
for removal due to their poor condition and risk to life and property they pose. 
 
5. An internal review process with the aim of retaining more trees where has recently taken 
place. Subsequently the project Bushfire Consultant has reviewed existing trees marked for 
removal on site on a performance basis and has identified trees that are able to be retained 
without an increased bushfire risk. 
 
6. On the basis that the number of trees required to be removed for the development and a 
3 for 1 replacement we may have up to 765 new trees planted around the golf course, some 
of which will be located adjacent to the Coolaroo and Ferndale Parks. 
 
7. In addition, it has been established that there is an area on the golf course (in no way 



  

connected to the development site), containing endangered Sydney Blue Gums. The Golf 
Club will ensure that this stand is protected and enhanced as part of its bio-diversity 
improvement around the Golf Course, including the replacement tree plantings. 
 
8. A qualified project ecologist will be inspecting and supervising any felling of hollow bearing 
trees to ensure appropriate animal welfare procedures are taken. 
 
Please note that all of the trees subject to the lodged DA’s are NOT on the golf course itself 
but relate to the area of land associated with the Over 55’s residential development. 
 

 

Alan Hall-Watson, West Ward Resident and President Chatswood Golf Club 

 

GENERAL BUSINESS 

Rats: Councillour Saville successfully moved a motion to address the reported presence of 
rat infestations in Artarmon, Chatswood CBD and surrounds. The local rat population may increase 
with warmer weather during summer. 
 
Clr. Saville - Brothels: According to the Telegraph, (June) WCC has the highest 
concentration brothels per person outside in Syd outside City of Sydney with 
10 establishments and 56 rooms.  Data consistent with council records. 
 
Clr. Saville - Illegal dumping: There has been significant increase in illegal dumping during 
the COVID-19 lockdown, but over the longer term, our annual rate of illegal dumps has 
reduced by 40% since 2016/17 due to WCC’s investment in prevention programs.  Further 
information:  https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/your-environment/litter-and-illegal-dumping/illegal-
dumping-dumpers   
Council has a number of ways to help reduce illegal dumping, including educational 
programs, labelling illegally dumped materials and conducting investigation and compliance 
activities. Most people do the right thing when they understand the correct process and the 
services available to them. The most efficient way of preventing illegal dumping is to inform 
Council, Tel: 9777 1000 so it can be removed it as quickly as possible.   
 
Clr. Saville - Mall Markets: Due to pandemic orders Chatswood Mall market stall numbers 
were reduced to 20 stall.  As a result of resident complaints, council inspections were 
undertaken in August, for food safety and some COVID-19 compliance checks.  In summary: 

https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/your-environment/litter-and-illegal-dumping/illegal-dumping-dumpers
https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/your-environment/litter-and-illegal-dumping/illegal-dumping-dumpers


  

·         25 food stalls were inspected 
·         12 inspections achieved a failed or unsatisfactory result 
·         2 stalls had critical fails relating to insufficient protection of food and temperature control 
·         Most of the unsatisfactory results were due to minor matters e.g. lack of/insufficient 

ground sheet or fire extinguisher; but there were also labelling deficiencies 
·         2 businesses were not registered with the Compliance unit and will need to be 

Inspections were finalised with a range of cautionary and educational reminders. The non-
compliant issues that relate to food safety and hygiene will be followed-up by  Compliance Unit’s EHO. 

 

Council adopted motion for the Local Government Conference: That LGNSW forms a 
working group  to advise Councils interested in moving their investments to financial 
institutions with less exposure to the fossil fuel industry.   
 
Chatswood Education Precinct: 
 

Next steps 

 

■ Consultation with staff and students at both schools 

will continue into the detailed design phase. 

■ Work to install and relocate demountables across 

the High School will begin in late Term 3, 2020 to 

prepare the site for construction of Building R and 

the main works. 

■ Construction of the new Building R, to the north of 

the High School oval, will start in late 2020 following 

receipt of the complying development certificate. 

■ Construction of the main works will not start until 

the outcome of the SSD application is known. 

■ The Intensive English Centre, with the exception of 

three classes, will be located at St Ives High School 

from the start of Term 4, 2020. The three remaining 

classes will complete Term 4 at Chatswood High 

School before entering their chosen high school 

in 2021. 
 

Clr. Saville reported: Council made a submission re proposed developments at the 
Chatswood Education Precinct mainly in support of the DET plans. I followed up with officers 
to emphasise concerns expressed by local residents including increased traffic, traffic 
management, height, bulk, scale of the buildings, open space, natural vegetation and 
heritage protection. 

Clr Saville - Blocked drains: reported yet again the blocked drains in Davies Street.  It is 
noted blocked drains were reported in February and regrettably the problem persists. 
Council dirctors   informed, and hope that council will finally attend and expedite this matter. 

IClr Saville- Industrial Lands study:  Strategic importance of retention of industrial lands in 
WCC recognised & supported by District Plans etc.  
Terminology: needs to be strengthening of terms Lane Cove North (within WCC) and Lane 
Cove West (within LCC). e.g. refers to Lane Cove west but I suspect it should be Lane Cove 
North as the para refers to land within WCC.  
Study makes references to EVs, charging stations and related services.   Tesla  vacated its 
Herbert St St. Leonard's site so where are the other EV chargers and related industries in 
Artarmon? During the Industrial Lands zoom meeting I emphasised potential for PVC/solar 
Power generation on roofs in Industrial lands.  Also potential for more street trees to 
cool/avoid heat island effect, to encourage walking etc.  
 



  

Clr Saville - Chinese International School (in View St over  recent years) has been 
proposed in the former Sexton Cottage just west of the Gore Hill oval. The student numbers 
are limited to 160, the car park can be used for drop off/collect only. Use of the oval will be 
subject to usual fees etc and I understand the school will bus students other ovals.  Part of 
the land is owned by council and they have agreed to a 5 year lease.  The deed of 
agreement between council and the school has not been finalised.  
 
Clr Saville - Insurers: Council changed insurers from Statewide Mutual to CivicRisk in 
June.  
 

Clr. Saville - RNSH On request of the Health Minister, Council released 120 council car 
spaces, at Gore Hill oval,free for RNSH frontline staff.  RNSH are organising the allocation of 
the parking spaces. 

NSW Health/Health Infrastructure plans to increase development on RNSH site, including 
incorporating multi unit housing on site near Pacific Highway/Herbert Street. Potential 
demolition of two heritage cottages northern end of campus, Herbert St. Clinicians at RNSH 
very anxious regarding loss of green open space, and reduced potential for future 
development of clinical services. 

Key features include: 

worker accommodation (to support the Northern Sydney Local Health 

District) and ‘build to rent’ apartments 

 

 

-use of heritage buildings 

ian access to public transport 

 

(including office space, retail and short stay accommodation) 

The government will shortly undertake a detailed consultation program with the RNSH 
community, government agencies, Willoughby Council, local businesses and the general 
public. Details of the consultation activities and events will be made available shortly. 

 

Clr. Saville Sydney Coastal Councils Group: WCC has been a member for over 27 years, 
maintaining strong involvement.  Wendy Norton is past Treasurer, Pat Reilly and I were past 
chairs, I am current vice chair & have been on the exec. more than 12 years.  Previously 
there were 15 member councils, now 9 member councils post amalgamations.  SCCG has 
undertaken extraordinary work representing member councils in coastal management and 
environmental protection.  SCCG is now project managing the Sydney Harbour CMP, for 
further  information: https://www.sydneycoastalcouncils.com.au/projects/greater-sydney-
harbour-coastal-management-program/ 
 
Clr Saville - CCTV cameras outside 126 Greville St.  Following residents’ inquiries, the 
WCC Compliance team confirmed  that the cameras have in fact been installed on private 
property, and are having no adverse effect on the tree. In this case, no further action 
required.  
 
Clr Campbell - There is a capital works project in the works to add a footpath and kerb 
ramps across from the Catholic Health Care aged care facility at St Peters Green in Lane 
Cove North.  This was requested by the staff and residents of the facility to allow for safer 
crossings across Felton Street and then subsequently across Farran St.  This should be 
done by Christmas.  Further to that, the traffic committee will be looking at ways to poten-
tially improve the safety of the intersection of Felton / Farran / Hart St, in particular regarding 
pedestrians and schoolchildren on bikes. 

https://www.sydneycoastalcouncils.com.au/projects/greater-sydney-harbour-coastal-management-program/
https://www.sydneycoastalcouncils.com.au/projects/greater-sydney-harbour-coastal-management-program/


  

 
  
Correspondence OUT/IN – handled in Agenda. 
 
Our scheduled ZOOM member meetings are: 
 

 Thursday 15th October 2020 

 Thursday 19th November 2020 

 Thursday 10th December 2020 
 

Meeting closed: 9 PM 

 

  



  

APPENDICES 

Gifts to Councillours 

Amendments have also been made to the gifts and benefits provisions of the Model Code of 
Conduct in response to feedback from some councils. The amendments:  
 

• lift the $50 cap on the value of gifts that may be accepted to $100  
• clarify that items with a value of $10 or less are not “gifts or benefits” for the purposes 

of the Model Code of Conduct and do not need to be disclosed  
• clarify that benefits and facilities provided by councils (as opposed to third parties) to 

staff and councillors are not “gifts or benefits” for the purposes of the Model Code of 
Conduct  

• remove the cap on the value of meals and refreshments that may be accepted by 
council officials in conjunction with the performance of their official duties.  

• Councils are not obliged to amend their codes of conduct to lift the cap on the value 

of gifts that may be accepted if they do not wish to. It is open to councils to retain the 

existing $50 cap or to impose another cap that is lower than $100. 

No standing sign – Avian Crescent 

To consider a petition containing 62 signatures requesting to move “No Standing” signage 
on Avian Crescent, Lane Cove on to Mowbray Road.  
 

2. OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATION  
That Council receive and note the petition from residents requesting to move the “No 
Standing” sign on Avian Crescent, Lane Cove to allow adequate traffic visibility when 
entering Mowbray Road and refer it to the Planning & Infrastructure Director for con-
sideration.  
 

3. BACKGROUND  
The petition is submitted by head petitioner, Richard Waterfield, on behalf of resi-
dents who have concerns about traffic visibility when entering Mowbray Road from 
Avian Crescent, Lane Cove. A request was made to Council several years ago and 
the “No Standing” sign was moved further from the corner of the street giving better 
visibility. In recent months the sign has been relocated to an area in the Street which 
restricts visibility.  
 

4. DISCUSSION  
A copy of the petition has been distributed to Councillors via Council’s portal. Mem-
bers of the public may inspect a copy of the petition at Council offices.  
In the time the petition has been submitted and presented to Council, the “No Stop-
ping” sign in Mowbray Road West in the vicinity of Avian Crescent has been relo-
cated to west of the driveway of 687 Mowbray Rd West, Lane Cove North. This posi-
tion is consistent with the recommendation of the Local Traffic Committee in March 
2016 and subsequently approved by Council.  
The residents have acknowledged and thanked Council for their prompt action in 
relocating the sign which has significantly improved traffic conditions in the area. 

 
Electric vehicles 
After receiving Peter’s original request for information I sent ti to Council who replied as be-
low. Council response in BLUE Peter Hayes subsequently commented on the response in 
RED. 
 
•             what is the Council doing, directly and in collaboration with others, to transition 
council-owned buildings and private dwellings to renewable energy use? 
            As outlined in the Our Green City Plan 2028, Council currently aims to achieve 50% 
renewable energy target and to reduce our overall GHG emissions by the same amount by 
2028.  We aim to assist the community in doubling the amount of solar PV generating 

https://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/files/sharedassets/public/ecm/willoughby-council-website/meeting-documents-agendas-and-minutes-meeting-reports-statements-of-determinations-registers/meeting-documents-agendas-and-minutes-meeting-reports-statements-of-determinations-registers/1-attachment_2_-_our_green_city_plan_2028_v.10_a.pdf


  

capacity by 2023 (compared to 2017/18).  We are progressing well towards these and other 
targets with 20% renewables currently procured for Council use, and as the community has 
already nearly achieved its target Council are providing assistance so that a tripling of 
capacity is achieved.  A simple chart of the metrics planned vs achieved would be helpful   
•             what is the Council doing to deploy public recharge points for Electric Vehicles? 
Council currently operates 2 EVs in its operational fleet and intend to buy 4 more this year. 
We maintain 7 EV charging bays for public use. More are in the pipeline for the coming 
years What proportion of the fleet has been converted to EV? Where are the recharge points 
located? What is the rollout plan for recharge points? 
•             what is the Council doing to retrofit EV Recharge points onto existing high-rise 
apartment buildings? 
Council currently offers an advisory service for building owners and tenants who are 
considering the installation of EV charging stations and other energy efficiency and solar PV 
related systems.   My feeling is that Council needs to be more proactive in this area. The 
building which I inhabit is simply not interested – whereas it should be. What is Council doing 
to convince owners and Owners’ Corporations that it is in their interests to retrofit all 
apartments for EV charging? 
•             What is the Council doing to ensure all future dwellings (conventional and high-rise) 
are configured for EV recharging? 
Council staff are currently considering the options to amend our Development Control Plan 
so that the needs for EV recharging are adequately catered for in the design and 
construction phase of new building development.  Something more positive required e.g. 
Council will amend the DCP by end 2020 to achieve the required outcome. 
 

 

 

 
 


