
MINUTES 
General Meeting  

of the 

Chatswood West Ward Progress Association 
 At the Dougherty Centre, Victor Street Chatswood 

7:30 PM, Thursday 15th February 2018 

 

Meeting to commence at 7:30 PM 
 

Welcome:  The President to welcome members and visitors to the meeting. 

 

Acknowledgement to country: The President: I wish to acknowledge the traditional custodians of these 

lands on which we gather and show our respect to their elders past and present. 

 

Declarations of interest?  Andrea Austin re Chatswood Education Precinct (member of PRG) 

 

Becoming a member: Membership fees are due on 1st January 2017 

We respectively request that visitors attending our meeting or receiving our West Ward Bytes become a 

member of the Association. Membership is $10 a year. To join you can see the Treasurer after the meeting 

or payment can either be by cash at a meeting or by direct bank transfer to 032 090 548083 with your 

name in the reference field. Under new legislation, every applicant and renewing member must have 

completed an application form. These are available at a meeting or on our website cwwpa.org.  

 

Visitors present: Rob Thompson 

 

Members Present: Terry Fogarty, Andrea Austin, Charles Gwing, Ct Ng (Chairperson), Peter 

Hayes, Richard Lambert, Kathy Vern-Barnett, Richard Dickey, John Hayes, Ian Tanner, David 

Grover, Clr. Saville (from around 7:50); John Greathead, Max Menzies (not in attendance book). 
  

Apologies:   Deidre & Malcolm Pudney, Basil Laszynski and Lyn McCloskey. Ruth Hardy, Clr, 

Craig Campbell, Kay Freudenstein-Hayes, Jim McCredie, Alistair Bennett 
 
Any matters for General Business?  Nil 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Attached. The Treasurer spoke to his reported then moved it. Seconded and 

accepted. 

 

Councillor’s Reports if provided:  Clr Campbell tabled the following written report: 

We had our first council meeting of the year on Monday, so we’re back at it.  Some highlights, in no 

particular order: 

  9 Centennial Ave in Chatswood – I believe you are across this issue from the submissions 

that I have seen on the email.  Long story short, Council has tried for years to get a heritage 

order on the property; the previous owner would never allow interior inspection, so the matter 

was dropped for various reasons.  Now that it’s been sold, it seems that the new owner tried 

to demolish it through an invalidly issued demolition order through the complying 

development channel.  Local residents sounded the alarm; Council officers issued a stop 

work on Monday, and we passed an interim heritage order at the meeting Monday night.  The 

latest status is that the officers are in discussions with the owner to secure the site from the 

elements and vandalism (there’s a legal process to follow).  Once done, there will be another 

heritage study / report undertaken, the recommendation of which will come to Council for a 

determination on whether to issue a permanent heritage order (potentially without the 

owner’s consent).  Well done to the residents for picking up on this and sounding the alarm. 

https://maps.google.com/?q=9+Centennial+Ave&entry=gmail&source=g


 Council approved a DA for the installation of lights on Bicentennial Oval.  That’s not our 

ward, but it reminds me that we did the same thing for the Mowbray PS oval prior to 

Christmas. 

 Council voted to increase the Concourse performing arts subsidy from $3k to $5k per 

instance; this should help local school groups, etc. when performing at the Concourse. 

 Council endorsed the recommendations of the Sydney North Planning Panel related to the 

development at 629-639 Pacific Hwy.  This one falls into the new CBD guidelines, but there 

were a number of slight changes needed to make this work.  This plan has some good 

elements in it; it also has some changes that are maybe not so good.  For me it came down to 

the hard fact that this is out of our hands anyway (state level), so we can either try to control 

development along the transport corridors and accept a few changes we don’t like but which 

give us the chance to get much of what we’d like, or we can fight against and likely end up 

being overruled with something even worse. I chose the former, with the caveat that this may 

be one of my “often wrong, but never in doubt” moments.  Probably the biggest things were 

the potential of height up to 30 stories, zone change to mixed (B4), and FSR of 6:1.  The 

specific building itself is slender and an interesting design; there are some interesting arts 

provisions and also affordable housing provisions as well.  I also have in mind that we don’t 

know what the dive site at Mowbray / the Highway will end up being, but I suspect also 

something similar. 

 Council also noted the amended submission from the Sydney North Planning Panel re the DA 

at 654-666 Pacific Hwy.  I voted to note this, since it had already been approved previously; 

this was only and amendment to it, so not much point in saying no at this point (the 

opportunity to change it is no longer there). 

 Council deferred a matter seeking to enter into a new lease related to Anderson St / Charlotte 

Lane, Chatswood (the Westfield dining area).  There seems to be a strange history here, so 

we need some more questions answered prior to making a call one way or another. 

 The appointments to the new planning panels (the new term for IHAPs) is nearing 

completion.  From 1 March, these panels will determine all DAs between $5 million and $30 

million (over that goes to the state).  Council officers will determine the ones under $5 

million.  All will be judged under the LEP and zoning, which will still be set by Council. The 

panels will consist of 4 people (not sure what they do if they tie)—1 chair appointed by the 

minister; 2 experts (chosen by Council from a pool given by the minister), and 1 community 

rep (chosen by council).   Our chair is Abagail Goldberg (alternates are Garry West and 

Penny Holloway).  The experts are still being chosen, but the community reps are:  Phillipa 

Hayes, (former Clr Robert Wilson), Emma Booth (from West Ward, although it’s not broken 

up by wards), and Robert Freestone. 

 Council approved the findings of 2 Traffic Committee meetings from last year; there is a bit 

of meat in the details, but probably the main West Ward thing is the school zone parking on 

Eddy Rd.  

 I regret that I don’t have an update on the Beaconsfield lights, but I will pursue this and come 

back to you ASAP. 

 Council has been informed by RMS that clearways on the Pacific Highway between Fullers 

Road and the Gore Hill Freeway will apply from Monday 5. Clearway conditions will apply 

in both directions on the Pacific Highways from:• 6am to 7pm on weekdays• 9am to 6pm on 

weekends and public holiday. There will be no changes to existing restrictions outside the 

new clearway hours. New clearway signs and posts will be installed between Thursday 22 

February and Sunday 4 March 2018. 

There were no other written reports from Councillors. 

 

GOVERNANCE 

Proposed changes to the Constitution 

A draft of the revised Constitution that had been circulated to members was tabled. There was 

minimum comment. Members undertook to further review the draft and provide written comments to 

https://maps.google.com/?q=629-639+Pacific+Hwy&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=654-666+Pacific+Hwy&entry=gmail&source=g


the Secretary in the next couple of weeks. 

 

Notice by the secretary is hereby given to members that it is proposed to move a Special 

Resolution at the Annual General Meeting to be held on the 15th March 2018 that the 

Association’s Constitution and Objects be changed as per the draft Constitution dated 15th 

March 2018 and as amended and adopted by members on that date. 

 

The Secretary moved the above motion. .It was seconded by the Treasurer, put to the vote and 

carried unanimously. 

 

FEDERATION OF WILLOUGHBY PROGRESS ASSOCIATIONS  

 

Reports from Federation Delegates (Charles Gowing, Richard Lambert, Terry Fogarty) 

Charles Gowing reported on various matters recently considered by the Federation. In particular, the issue 

of 1-5 Railway St was discussed. Max Menzies reported that he had recently raised the matter with 

Minister Constance. We have been advised that there may be a photo opportunity by the SMH on 

Saturday for an article in the Sunday Herald. Charles’ report to the last Federation meeting is attached. 

 

Independent Hearing and Assessment Panels (IHAPs): These are now called Local Planning 

Panels. The community members of the panels have been appointed. The member for West Ward is 

Ms Emma Booth who has resided in West Chatswood for a number of years and has developed 

close local associations through her children’s childcare and schooling, as well as through her 

parents who also reside in Chatswood. Ms Booth has planning and urban design qualifications and is 

currently employed as a strategic planner at North Sydney Council. 
 

MAJOR LEGISLATION CHANGES 

New Chatswood CBD LEP: The Secretary will invite the Director of Planning and Infrastructure to 

address one of our meetings regarding the overshadowing of open space within the City under the new 

height de-restrictions (including the Currey Park area and also what provisions for infrastructure are being 

made along the ‘Spur CBD’ between the Highway and Railway down to Mowbray Rd. Invitation 

extended to Mr McDonald to attend a meeting. 

OPEN SPACE 

Nil. 

TRAFFIC & TRANSPORT 

Beaconsfield Lights: No update 

 

Devonshire St traffic calming: a temporary pedestrian refuge has been implemented between Parkside 

Lane and Claude St at the entrance/exit to the Westfield car park. 

 

Pacific Highway clearways: Refer to item in the Councillor’s report. 

 

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS 

Is your unit safe? The State Government has been advertising that home unit owners should be 

double checking that their building cladding meets fire standards. 

 

654-666 Pacific Highway: Proceeding to Northern Planning Panel for determination. There is 

concern of the precedent this approval will set (four storeys above code). Discussion about the 

planning merits of two towers compared to a single building. Clr Saville reported that the idea for 

two towers came from Council officers. 

 

629 – 639 Pacific Highway: Proceeding to Gateway determination. This is a ‘spot rezoning’ 

application for 90m/30 storey development that pre-empts the CBD LEP that is awaiting gazettal. 

Refer to item above re CBD LEP. 

 



9 Centennial Avenue:: Work started on demolition. Apparently Council placed an interim heritage 

order on the house last night. It is a complying development and the complying development 

paperwork was not correct so that is why council forced them to stop demolishing the house.  The 

interim heritage order stops them from demolishing the house until a reports goes to council. 

 

It was moved, seconded and carried that: 

 

The Chatswood West Ward Progress Association  respectfully request that Willoughby Council 

take immediate steps to protect the physical  integrity of the historic home at 9 Centennial Av 

Chatswood now threatened by demolition and take sufficient steps to see the 

property heritage listed in the shortest possible time. 

  

In keeping with previous heritage evaluations commissioned by Council the following needs 

immediate attention: 

  

1. the site to be physically secured with perimeter fencing to stop further unlawful entry, 

demolition, destruction or looting 

2. An urgent motion to be taken to Council to heritage list the property. 

  

Through its unique location within the NSW Department of Education’s Chatswood 

Education/Learning Precinct this building offers enormous potential for PRIVATELY 

OPERATED care and life-long learning centres particularly for young children as well as a 

coaching hub for older students. There are many examples within the city of listed heritage items 

and other historic home being converted for care and educational purposes. These enterprise are 

profitable in such contexts. The current owners should be encouraged to engage with Council 

and their host community; to explore all the possibilities of a collaborative venture based on the 

building’s retention and adaptive re-use rather than its destruction. 

Correspondence sent to Council with copy to the National Trust and local member. 

Clr. Saville and David Grover undertook to report concerns to Chatswood Police. 

 

GENERAL BUSINESS 

Special guests for meetings:  The Committee recently considered this matter and agreed that a guest 

speaker could be invited about once a quarter. Director McDonald will be invited (as above) as well 

as Trent Zimmerman and our local member. 

 

Chatswood Education Precinct: Work continues behind closed doors. Enrolments continue to 

increase at the local public primary schools 

 

Streaming of Council meetings: Council meetings are supposedly being streamed at 

http://webcast.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/ However, it did not work this morning. There were various 

reports regarding the success of this initiatives. This members that have been able to access the 

service found it useful. However, the streaming does not work on all environments. 

 

Nabo: John Hayes drew the meetings attention to a local service directory call Nabo Chatswood 

West 

 

Correspondence OUT/IN – treated in main agenda. 
 

Next meeting: Thursday 15th March 2018. Please note this is also the Annual General Meeting 

and we will be considering the new Constitution.   

 

Meeting closed at:  9:05 PM 

http://webcast.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/

