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Willoughby Council needs to lift rates by $300 to break even

The 26,000 plus ratepayer families in the Willoughby Council area 
will be out of pocket $300 a year (on top of their $1300 -average 
house- rates) every year for the next 14 year according to figures in 
the possession of Willoughby Watch. The figures are from the Long 
Term Financial Plan of the Willoughby City Council – a total of $4200 
per ratepayer family. Up until a few years ago Willoughby Council 
met all its obligations without accumulating annual losses - then 
along came the sell-off of assets to pay for The Concourse, plus the 
heavy debt all rate payers carry for that building which Mayor Reilly 
told a public meeting when it was mooted “It will not cost ratepayers 
a cent to run”.  

Electoral Boundaries

• The NSW Electoral Commission is reviewing State Electoral 
boundaries ahead of the 2015 State Election. Willoughby 
Watch personnel have lodged a submission recommending 
the moving of the western boundary back to the western 
boundary of Willoughby City Council (Lane Cove River) as it 
was prior to the 2004 redistribution (continued  Page 2- find 
this by typing “Willoughby Watch Chatswood” in your 
search engine or go to: 
willoughbywatch.wordpress.com)

•

• Mowbray School crossing

• An urgent issue for parents with children attending the 
Mowbray Public School is whether there should be a second 
school crossing at the eastern end of the School (possibly 
Hatfield Road) due to the large quantity of home units being 
built on the southern side of Mowbray Road. As the units are 
in the Lane Cove Local Government area, there will need to 
be discussions between Willoughby and Lane Cove councils. 
(Willoughby Watch will monitor this issue for readers and 
welcomes comment to boblaw@bigpond.net.au entitled 
“Mowbray School Crossing” please)

Lawrence of 
Chatswood

The  word  down  Victoria 
Avenue is  that  it  will  only 
be a matter of time before 
West  Ward  residents  in  a 
great many streets will  be 
looking  at  a  resident 
parking  scheme  -  and  it’s 
likely to be another hit on 
the householder’s pocket.

The best we can expect is 
that the first permit is free, 
or  cheap.  But  the  second 
and third cars are likely to 
enter the realm of revenue 
raising  (no  doubt  in  the 
name of  the environment). 
With  young people  getting 
married  later  these  days 
and  the  high  cost  of 
housing  seeing  them 
staying at home with their 
family  longer,  many 
families have three cars in 
the modern age, depending 
on  where  they  find 
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•

Is it Game, Set and match for Love’n’Deuce

Some Willoughby City Councillors have complained about a lack of 
full transparency when seeking to find out details of arrangements 
between the Council and the Northern Suburbs Tennis Association 
(NSTA)/Love’n Deuce tennis combination. So when the matter of the 
lease on the Talus Street courts (off Dalleys Rd) in St Leonards was 
on the agenda for Council on Monday, March 11, outsiders interested 
to know more, including the Fairfax Press, were sad to be locked out 
for the ‘behind closed doors session.’  

Subsequently, a rescission motion is reported to have been lodged 
over the decision to renew the lease. It will be debated on March 25.

Many matters relating to the lease need further scrutiny and 
transparency! It is ratepayer’s funds and assets were dealing with!

(continued  Page 2)
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Electoral Boundaries (contd)

• The 2004 moved the boundary eastwards so it ran down the 
middle of Greville Street. That means  about 100 houses 
near the entrance to the Chatswood Golf course were placed 
in the Lane Cove Electorate, even though they had no 
physical or road connection with Lane Cove, let alone any 
‘community of interest’  which is a traditional criterion for 
aggregating areas into electorates.

•

•  These families use the schools, shops post offices, 
professional facilities and public transport services that are 
centred on the Chatswood CBD area.

•

• Game set and match....

The much respected charity, the Humpty Dumpty Foundation shares 
the Talus Street site with these tennis bodies, which was why 
Council gave a reduction in the site lease. In view of this generosity, 
one Councillor is awaiting a response to his question as to why the 
Humpty Dumpty Foundation in its 2010 account detailed paying 
"Office Rent - $30,528." 

Willoughby Watch awaits the answer and would also like a few 

employment.

-------------------------------

Our local store is:

Quintessential

Fine food & liquor

3 Millwood Ave, 
Chatswood    9411-8817

Opening hours:

Mon-Sat 7am-8pm

Sunday 8am-6pm



answers from Council on such questions as:

• How much in total does NSTA)/ Love’n Deuce pay in rent to 
Council? 

• How does this compare with other court leases in the Council 
area? 

• When will the leases on the Tennis Courts run by NSTA/ 
Love’n Deuce come up for renewal?  

• Did the lease allow commercial operations, such as running 
a kiosk?

• We will also be putting questions to the Humpty Dumpty 
Foundation, which we recognise as a reputable charitable 
organisation.

•

...and the number of days since  the developer 
Meriton promised to supply Willoughby Council with 
factual proof that its Serviced Apartment block with 
the lower ceilings would boost tourism in 
Chatswood is:  110....and we are still waiting Harry!

Letters to the Editor (100 words maximum, please): 
boblaw@bigpond.net.au
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