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Dougherty Apartments showdown  
Meeting told of people trapped in lifts 
Forty residents of Dougherty Apartments in Victor Street let Willoughby 
Councillors know their feelings about management of their accommodation. 
Mayor Pat Reilly had to call the Council meeting to order several times as 
residents vented their disgust at the lack of communication with residents, 
notably the self-care residents, during upgrading of the well regarded 23 year 
old facility forced on the Complex by new Federal and State regulations. These 
include installing sprinkler systems and larger lifts. 
Residents' spokesman Howard Henderson, a retired engineer, said residents 
were concerned that after paying $550,000 to get into the centre, plus $600 a 
month in levies, they were not being properly informed or consulted by Board 

or management. (continued Page 2 on: willoughbywatch.wordpress.com)   

Freeman Road Boarding House  
Residents of Freeman Road (which runs into Chatswood High School from 
Pacific Highway) are fighting a proposed boarding house that could house 100 
people, but have only 12 parking spaces. Residents believe it is incompatible to 
have a boarding house built a school gate. A residents’ petition explains all on 

 Page 3 on: willoughbywatch.wordpress.com.   

Meriton's Thomas Street building 
Council still waiting for Meriton tourism facts 
Property developer, Meriton, successfuly convinced Willoughby Council in 
December to allow a partial change of use for its development on the former 
Thomas Street Car Park, between Albert Avenue and Thomas Street, (See 
December  Edition). Initially the site was to be an A-grade office tower – the 
first new such tower in Chatswood in the 20 years since the Royal Sun Alliance 
Tower just west of the railway station.  

(See Page 2 on willoughbywatch.wordpress.com) 

Greville Street; National Acoustics Laboratory site 
As Willoughby Council opposed the development and subsequent changes, the 
matter was passed to an arms length body the Sydney East Joint Regional 
Planning Panel (JRPP) to make a determination at the Direction of the NSW 
Department of Planning and Infrastructure (as allowed by the Environmental 
Planning & Assessment Act).  The JRPP decreed in December that there should 
be a maximum 60 dwellings on the main site.  Plans are now on display at the 
Willoughby Council Chambers. Local residents are urged to inspect them.  

(Continued on Page2 of willoughbywatch.wordpress.com). 
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The Editor's lighter look at life 
 

 
SLESSOR:  The childhood home of 
famous poet Kenneth Slessor was 
demolished in January. It was one 
of two homes Slessor lived in on 
the Pacific Highway . The other 
home, were he spent his last years 
was demolished in the 1970s to 
expand the used car yard of 
Chatswood Toyota.(See page 2) 
 
 
DOUGHERTY:  Just who at the 
Dougherty Centre is supposed to 
inform the Board of major issues? 
Irate residents are complaining of 
being trapped in the lifts, of fire 
alarms falsely ringing at 3.00 am 
and the hot water breaking down. 
It should not take residents yelling 
at Council meetings for Board 
members to hear about this. The 
conduit is the General Manager’s 
 office, so hello to someone in 
there!! The Dougherty Centre is a 
valuable part of Willoughby infra-
structure. It has six Board 
Members; two from Council, two 
from Uniting Care and two from 
NSW Housing . 
 
 
 
 



Dougherty (contd):“They have spent $130,000 so far on consultants, 

expect to spend $500,000 on lift replacements and now are talking about 
pressurising the stairwell.” 
Mr Henderson said there had only been one meeting between residents, the 
General Manager, Chris Stephens and the architects. 
Ann Davies, the Deputy Chair of the Dougherty Board told Council work was 
being undertaken in two stages, with Stage One nearing completion. 
Councillors encouraged the Board and the residents to improve their 
communication  and voted to reconsider the matter in four months, hoping 
communication would improve. 
Mr Henderson and other residents complained that people had been trapped 
in the lifts for extended periods and that the hot water service was unreliable. 
Board Chairman, Cllr Stuart Coppock said the Board had not been informed of 
these matters. 
The meeting was told a system had been introduced where all matters 
residents wished to raise , must go via the General Manger. This news brought 
loud comment from the Council gallery! 
Cllr Coppock said that when he did hear of the lift problems in May 2012, he 
moved to get the Board to replace the lifts.  
“This was finally approved in Dec 2012 after a full investigation of the options 
available to us.” 
On thee hot water, he  directed that a report be provided for the next Board 
meeting having confirmed himself that the hot water system was just very old 
and overdue for  replacement. He said the Board had not been informed of 
these issues in monthly reports. 
Cllr Coppock also revealed that the normal sinking funds set aside for capital 
works had been abolished several years ago. Willoughby Watch knows this 
contravenes recognised conservative accounting practice. 

Meriton (contd)Now, that tower will be Serviced Apartments and 
the other tower will remain residential. 

Meriton Executive, Walter Gordon, told the Willoughby City Council that the 
proposed subsided 'affordable housing' would still be included in the 
development and claimed studies showed “how Serviced Apartments boosted 
tourism”.  
Cllr Stuart Coppock challenged this, and Mr Gordon agreed to supply such 
studies. After eight weeks Meriton are yet to supply the supporting studies. 
 

Greville Street; National Acoustics (contd) 
 This means that Willoughby Council is NO longer the determining authority 
for this proposal.  
The JRPP, in its Record of Decision dated 4 December 2012, determined:  
“1) The Panel recommends unanimously that the planning proposal proceed to 
Gateway determination.  
2) The Panel suggests that:  

a) 23 and 25 Millwood Avenue be zoned E4;  
b) the boundary between the E2 and R3 zones on the site shall be the 
surveyed ecological boundary line shown on survey plan by Denny Linker, 
issue D, dated 30 November 2012;  
c) the E2 zone should permit works required in an Asset Protection Zone;  
d) the draft LEP be exhibited together with a draft DCP; and  
e) there should be a maximum of 60 dwellings on the site.  
3) The Panel requests to see the planning proposal and supporting material 
before it is exhibited.” 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Lawrence of Chatswood  
 
SLESSOR (contd) : Local residents 
had the nearby Western Park 
renamed in his honour 10 years 
ago. In 2010 a Council meeting 
decided to ask staff to produce a 
list of famous people who had 
lived in Willoughby Council area 
and the addresses. This was at a 
meeting where Council voted 
against naming The Concourse 
after internationally acclaimed 
pianist Roger Woodward who 
grew up in Peckham Avenue, in 
West Ward, because there were 
so many famous people from the 
area. This was never followed up 
by Council. (Former Councillor 
Terry Fogarty published a book on 
famous local writers,Voices of the 
Northern Shore (Dymocks $29.99)  
  
ART: There is an exhibition on at 
The Incinerator (near the indoor 
swimming Pool) of artists involved 
with the Artist Studio based there. 
This exhibition showcases 
artworks created by Alison Locke, 
Ant Larcombe, Harvey Cassie, 
Josie Howlett, Julia Roberts, 
Heather Fernon and Kristen 
Morris. Each artist works at the 
Incinerator Artist Studios at the 
Incinerator Art Space.  
 

 
 
The Walter Burley Griffin 
Incinerator, Willoughby 

Commercial List: 
Willoughby Council 
www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/  
Willoughby Library 
www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/Library/ 
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