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Mowbray Road Saga Continues What’s in West Ward News 

A design for the Traffic Lights at the 

intersection of Mowbray Road and 

Beaconsfield Road has been approved 

by Lane Cove and Willoughby Councils 

and the RMS. The RMS has agreed to 

fund the installation of the traffic lights 

which are being installed by a contractor 

engaged by Lane Cove Council.  

Lane Cove Council has rezoned land on 

the southern side of Mowbray Road to 

permit higher density residential 

development. This redevelopment will 

result in increased traffic generation from 

that area and in order to ameliorate the 

impacts of that development the 

Department of Planning and 

Infrastructure commissioned a traffic 

study for Lane Cove Council which 

proposes a number of traffic 

changes along Mowbray Road West. 

Staff from Lane Cove Council and 

Willoughby Council have met to discuss 

the works proposed by that study and to 

discuss a community consultation 

strategy with regard to the proposed 

changes.  

Recently Willoughby Council requested 

that all premises within the area bounded 

by Epping Road, Mowbray Road, Pacific 

Highway and Fullers Road be consulted 

in regard to the traffic changes. The 

consultation will commence shortly. 

Works proposed under the traffic 

strategy include: 

 Traffic signals at Mowbray 

Road/Hatfield Street 

 Addition of a right turn bay for 

southbound traffic turning from 

Mowbray Road into Centennial 

Avenue 

 Addition of a dedicated left turn 

lane for traffic exiting Centennial 

Avenue northbound to Mowbray 

Road westbound 

 Right turn bays to facilitate 

turning movements into Mooney 

Street, 

 Girraween Avenue, Mindarie 

Street, Hatfield Street, Kullah 

Parade and Willandra Street 

 Banning right turns out of 

Willandra Street (south), Mindarie 

Street, Girraween Avenue and 

Mooney Street. 
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West Ward Councillors 

CLR. TONY MUSTACA 

23 Robinson Street, Chatswood 2067 

Ph. 9412 2692 Mob. 0419 447 312 

Email: tony.mustaca@willoughby.nsw.gov.au 

 

CLR. MANDY STEVENS 

Councillor Stevens  

is on leave at least to the end of the year 
 

CLR. LYNNE SAVILLE 

91 Eddy Road, Chatswood 2067 

Ph. 9412 1846 Mob. 0402 395 165 

Email: Lynne.Saville@willoughby.nsw.gov.au 
 

Local Projects »  Web Site Launched  « Dates for your Diary 

Willoughby Council has earmarked funds 
for a number of projects within the West 
Ward. Some of these projects are shown 
in the map. These include:  

 $35,000 for upgrade of the half-sized 
oval in Greville St (west) 

 A Master Plan for the Youth Centre 

 $50,000 on the Lane Cove River 
Foreshore 

 $15,000 for O.H. Reid and Ferndale 
Park track upgrades 

 $130,000 for Kenneth Slessor Park 

During my time on Council I found the 
allocation of project grants to be 
reasonably fair over a number of 
years. (Editor) 

The Association recently launched a 
website to complement the West 
Ward News.   

The site contains breaking news 
stories. In addition, the site will 
contain information on the heritage of 
West Ward. 

You can find and follow us at: 

www.cwwpa.org 

The website has provision to leave 
comments or you can contact us by 
email:  

cwwpanews@gmail.com 

 

West Ward  

Progress Association  
 

Monthly Meeting 

Third Thursday of the Month 

7:30 PM 

Dougherty Centre 

1 Victor Street, Chatswood 

 December meeting on  
2

nd
 Thursday 

(No meeting in January or June) 
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Federal Elections Candidates 

On Thursday 15
th
 August 2013, candidates for the 

upcoming Federal Election to be held on 7
th
 December 

were invited to address members of the Association at 
the Monthly Meeting. They were also offered the 
opportunity to place material in this edition of the West 
Ward News but only one (Paul Fletcher) took up that 
offer. 
West Ward covers two of the Federal Electorates: North 
Sydney (held by Liberal Joe Hockey) and Bradfield (held 
by Liberal Paul Fletcher). The candidates are: 
 

 

NORTH SYDNEY 

 

BRADFIELD 

Hockey, Joe Liberal Fletcher, Paul Liberal 

Hayes, Peter ALP Harrold, Paul DLP 

Haines, Alison Greens McInnes, Pippa Greens 

McCaffrey, Angus DLP Haviland, Chris ALP 

Khan, Raheam Palmer United Buchanan, Blake Palmer United 

  Wiszniewski, Witold Christian Democrat 

Hayes, Haines, Harrold and Fletcher took up the 
opportunity to address members and answer questions. 
The DLP’s Senate candidate also attended. 

Peter Hayes, ALP spoke of support for renewable 
energy, schools, the M3/F2 link, expanded before and 
after school care and providing $1.6M for each school. 

Alison Haines (Greens) emphasised renewable energy, 
certainty for investors, dropping the fossil fuel subsidy 
and opposing cuts to the University sector. 

 
Paul Harrold (DLP) wanted jobs creation, a National 
Population Plan, increased migrant intake to provide labour, 
decentralised hospital funding, allowing 5% of super to be 
applied to home loans, increased support for small 
business, University reforms, flexibility in education and 
better wages for teachers. 

Paul Fletcher (Liberal) attacked labours economic 
management and taxes. He wanted a strong economy, a 
controlled budget and a reduction in the tax burden, 
reduced red tape, One Stop Shop for government 
approvals, two days of parliament set aside to get rid of 
unneeded laws. 

Clr Lynne Saville (Greens) raised the issue of ocean 
warming and other marine aspects. Fletcher (LIB) said they 
probably would not commit to a bi-lateral emissions target.  
Harrold (DLP) cited Tim Flannery’s varying policy positions. 
Haines (Greens) would set ambitious targets such as 100% 
renewable energy. Hayes (ALP) commented that they 
would probably support the initiatives suggested. 

There was a wide divergence of opinion with regard to the 
rollout of the National Broadband Network.. There was 
some argy-bargy between the Liberal and ALP candidates 
about how much the initiative would cost and what level of 
service is needed. The DLP felt the network should be left 
to the private sector. The Greens did not see it as an issue 
they would get involved with. 

Message from Paul Fletcher 

Since being elected the Member for Bradfield for 2009, I 
have had the privilege of representing our local 
community in our nation’s parliament.  

Ours is a unique and vibrant community, with an active 
culture of community groups, schools, sporting clubs and 
other volunteer organisations that add so much to the 
character of our local area. 

The upcoming election on September 7 will be one of the 
most important in a generation.  

The last three years of minority government have given 
us dysfunction, division and a government almost wholly 
focused on itself.  

There is another way.  

 
A Coalition Government has pledged to scrap the Carbon 
and Mining Taxes, as well as ensuring that there are no 
adverse changes to superannuation. We have also pledged 
to cut company tax, reduce red-tape burdens for small 
businesses and to build the urgently needed F3/M2 
‘Missing Link’, which will reduce congestion and take traffic 
off our major roads. Since being elected, I have pursued 
matters such as the Trio Capital Collapse, in which I was 
the driving force behind a Parliamentary Inquiry into the 
issue, and also fighting for victims of Kevin Rudd’s botched 
Home Insulation Program. 

I hope you will work with me to elect a Coalition 
Government which will restore Hope, Reward and 
opportunity to all Australians. 

Some Polling Places in West Ward 
 
Note: Due to the large size of each Federal Government electorate, the polling places listed below are just some of those 

within the electorate. A list of all polling places can be found at: http://www.aec.gov.au/election/downloads.htm#pp 
 

 Chatswood Guide Hall Anglo St BRADFIELD 

 Chatswood Public School Pacific Hwy BRADFIELD 
 Roseville Public School  Archbold Rd BRADFIELD 
 St Barnabas' Anglican Church cnr William & Macquarie Sts BRADFIELD 
 Chatswood Baptist Church Hall cnr Orchard Rd & Albert Ave NORTH SYDNEY 
 Salvation Army Chatswood cnr Archer & Johnson Sts NORTH SYDNEY 
 Chatswood South Uniting Church cnr Mowbray Rd & Pacific Hwy NORTH SYDNEY 
 Chatswood Public School Pacific Hwy NORTH SYDNEY 
 Holy Trinity Church Hall 44 Beaconsfield Rd NORTH SYDNEY 
 Mowbray Public School 635 Mowbray Rd West NORTH SYDNEY 

 

 

http://www.aec.gov.au/election/downloads.htm#pp
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Parking Fees Down 
  

 

There has been a positive development 
in relation to parking fees at the 
Westfield car park. 
The new arrangements are: 
1. Third hour will be a flat fee of 

$3.00 (rather than $6.00)  

2. The third hour free validation system 
can be obtained by producing a receipt 
for expenditure at any Chatswood shop 
(not just Westfield) 

3. Parking is free for those entering after 
6 PM (currently 7 PM). 

Clr Mandy Stevens 

West Ward Councillor Mandy Stevens is still on sick leave 

from Council.  Leave has been extended until the end of 

the year as the least. 

Members of the Progress Association have become 

increasingly concerned about this situation. Clr. Stevens 

will have been on leave for at least a year. During this 

time, the West Ward has been under-represented. This 

has disadvantaged the Ward, particularly when Council is 

considering strategic matters and the allocation of 

resources across the city. 

 
The Association has made enquiries regarding the matter. 
The General Manager advised that the Local Government 
Act is ‘silent’ on the issue of prolonged periods of absence 
by elected officials. Under the Act, in theory a Councillor 
could be elected, spend one day in the role, then be 
granted indefinite leave of absence. The only way this 
issue can be resolved in the short term would be the 
Councillors to ‘rescind’ their previous decision. Longer 
term, it would seem that this issue is one that could be 
progressed as part of the current review of the Local 
Government Act. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

New Bus Route to Castle Hill 

The State Government has announced a new bus route 
from Chatswood to Castle Hill.  
More details are unavailable at this time. 

Letters to the Editor 
Email to: cwwpaNews@gmail.com 

 

Become a member of the Association 
Remit $10.00 to  

The Acting Treasurer  
c/- 11 Tessa St, Chatswood 2067 

 

 

What Drives Council? 

People could be forgiven if they have trouble trying to 
understand some actions of Willoughby Council. You always 
hear that Council is made up of community independents and 
that their first priority is for residents and ratepayers. Yet there 
have been two occurrences recently where Council seems to 
have put money rather than people at the top of their 
priorities. 

On the old Albert Avenue car park near the railway station, 
Council reversed an earlier decision of opposing the 
development when offered a $12 million incentive by the 
Meriton Apartments to allow massive over-development of 
the site.  

 
In relation to the Channel Nine redevelopment site in 
Artarmon.Council has been leading the charge on 
opposition. Then it is revealed that Council are prepared 
to sell Council land to the developer. 

According to Council General Manager, Nick Tobin, 
“We’re still opposed to the Nine development as it stands. 
But we understand something had to happen (with Scott 
St). The only property (it) serves is Channel 9 so it was 
silly not to include it into their site. If the department 
approves something we don’t like, we’ll at least get more 
value from it.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Consistency & Reliability!  
We have been managing and selling property in your area 
for over 20 years.  
We pride ourselves in our dedicated & professional real 
estate services. 
We have staff who speak English, Korean, Mandarin, 
Cantonese, Taiwanese, Hungarian & French.  
Our professional team of staff include 4 dedicated to sales 
and 6 to property management.  
We look forward to assisting you with all your real estate 
needs. Please give us a call or come in for a chat.  

Warren Levitan  0412 634 117 

http://cwwpa.org/2013/07/15/clr-mandy-stevens/
http://cwwpa.org/2013/07/15/clr-mandy-stevens/
http://73tf73.files.wordpress.com/2013/08/parking.jpg
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Golf Club Lands 

Willoughby Council proposes to place 

on public exhibition the draft Plan of 

Management for part Fullers Park, 

part OH Reid Reserve and part Burns 

Park, Chatswood West in accordance 

with the requirements of the Local Government Act 1993.  

Background  

The subject land comprises part of Chatswood Golf Course and 

natural areas along the Lane Cove River and Swaines Creek 

foreshores. The land has been used as fairways as part of a golf 

course for over 60 years. During that time the subject land has 

been leased to Chatswood Golf Club for golf, with the remainder 

of the golf course land owned by Chatswood Golf Club. The most 

recent 20-year lease of the subject land expired in November 

2012. The golf club wishes to renew the lease to continue use of 

the land for golf.  

Renewal of the lease over the subject land needs to be 

expressly authorised in an adopted Plan of Management. The 

subject land is not included in an adopted Plan of Management, 

having not been incorporated in the Chatswood West Ward 

Parks Plan of Management (1996) nor having had a specific 

Plan of Management prepared for it.  Recreation Planning 

Consultant, Parkland Environmental Planners was engaged to 

prepare the draft Plan of Management, which will be added to 

the suite of Park Plans in the Chatswood West Ward Parks Plan 

of Management (1996). The consultant will also undertake the 

public hearing for the categorisation of the community land (Sect 

40A of the LG Act).   

Discussion  

As stated previously, the subject land has been leased to 
Chatswood Golf Club for over 60 years. The land is made up of 3 
land parcels:  
1. River foreshore (100 foot reservation) Crown Reserve R59294 – part 

of O H Reid Reserve Lot 7334 in DP 1157827  
2. River foreshore Crown Reserve R 44128 –Burns Park Lot 7088 in DP 

1123914  
3. Community Land – Lot 1 in DP 1171023  

Leasing the subject land to the Golf Club requires two leases – a 
Crown Land lease (with Council as Reserve Trust Manager) and 
a Community land lease (with Council as owner). Once a new 
Plan of Management is adopted for the land and the use of the 
land for golf is confirmed, two new leases will be prepared for the 
Golf Club.  

The relevant issues for the subject land are:  
• Recreation uses  
• Public access  
• Environmental rehabilitation  
• Water quality and quantity  

 
These issues form the basis for the draft Plan’s objectives, 

performance targets, means of achievement and assessment. 

RIGHTS OF PUBLIC ACCESS 

A separate topic that has been relevant for many years is public 

access across private land owned by the Golf Club. Whilst 

access along the Lane Cove River foreshore is available to the 

community, the link connection from OH Reid Reserve to 

Ferndale Park using bushland owned by the Club has been the 

subject of on-going negotiations between Council and the Club. 

It is proposed that the negotiation to achieve a 

Memorandum of Understanding with the Club for public 

access across the Club-owned land will be finalised prior to 

enacting a new lease for the Council owned section of the 

subject land.  

The Community land owned by Council must be categorised as 

per the requirement of the Local Government Act Section 36. 

The draft Plan proposes that land currently used as golf course 

be categorised as ‘sportsground’, and land containing bushland 

be categorised as ‘natural area- bushland’.  

These proposed categories must be subjected to a public 

hearing (Section 40A). The categorisation of the community land 

as sportsground doesn’t preclude the land being used for any 

other active recreation involving organised sports or the playing 

of outdoor games.  

Community Notification  

The Local Government Act sets out the community notification/ 

public exhibition process (Section 38). The period of public 

exhibition must not be less than 42 days from the date the draft 

plan is exhibited.  

During the public exhibition period, a public hearing will be held 

in respect to the proposed categorisation of the community land 

owned by Council – but not the Crown Land. The Crown Land is 

already reserved for the purpose of ‘Public Recreation’ under 

the Crown Lands Act, and is not subject to categorisation under 

the Local Government Act. 

Conclusion  

Plans of Management have an important role in ensuring the 

community is involved with the use and management of 

community land. In this instance community land and land 

reserved for public recreation has been used for sport (golf) in 

response to the community desire for the sport. 

Once the draft Plan has been on public exhibition and 

undergone a public hearing, the matter will be reported to 

Council for final determination.  
 

 

Yeldhams 
finance & mortgage brokers 

 
 

Loans for: 

Home 

Investment 

Commercial 

Cars & Equipment 

 

 

WE NEED YOUR EMAIL 
 

The Association is in the process of overhauling 

its communication with residents. We have a 

new web site: www.cwwpa.org. In addition to 

our traditional printed newsletter we are 

preparing a regular electronic newsletter with 

up to date news items. To deliver the electronic 

newsletter to you we need your email address. 
 

Please contact us by email at: 
cwwpaNews@gmail.com  

Just put 'Subscribe to Newsletter'  
in the Subject field. 

15 Eric Road Artarmon NSW 2064   

Ph: 9412 4566  Mob: 0400 310934 

   Fax:  9412 4577   

PO Box 85 Artarmon NSW 1570 

admin@yeldhamsfinance.com 

 

http://www.cwwpa.org/
mailto:cwwpaNews@gmail.com
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Free WiFi in Mall  
 

Willoughby Council is one of the 
first councils in Australia to 
provide free WiFi access to its 
community and visitors, with 
Chatswood Mall in the city’s CBD 
now wirelessly enabled. 

The six month trial service provides 60 minutes of free 
WiFi at a time to users with a 200 MB download. 
Willoughby Mayor, Pat Reilly said the service was aimed 
at providing support to local businesses within the Mall, 
and the large numbers of business people working and 
travelling through the area, as well as leisure visitors and 
shoppers. 

“The free WiFi will be a great asset for Chatswood Mall and 

the Chatswood CBD in general. We hope it encourages 

people to come out of their offices to enjoy the mall and its 

surrounds,” Mayor Reilly said. 

“Businesses people can check their emails while grabbing 

a coffee, or hold outdoor meetings. You can jump on 

facebook while waiting to meet up with friends, or you can 

surf on your ipad or laptop while enjoying lunch,” Mayor 

Reilly said. 

The free service will be made available through unobtrusive 

advertising shown on screens as users log in.  

 

School Upgrades 
 

The 2013 State Budget makes provision for new schools 

and upgrades within the Willoughby City area and 

nearby communities. In West Ward, our two Public 

Primary Schools will all receive new classrooms. 

Mowbray Public School on the border between 

Willoughby and Lane Cove Councils will be re-built to 

accommodate around 800 students (current enrolments 

are around 200 students.  

The proposal is to basically rebuild the school so that it 

meets the needs of students coming from the large 

number of high-rise developments proceeding in the Lane 

Cove Council area. The planning for the rebuilding project 

will take around one year. New buildings will most likely 

be 3 storeys (to minimise the building footprint and 

provide for the maximum amount of open space).  

A key aspect of planning for the site acknowledged by the 
Department of Education and Communities (DEC) is to 
preserve the open space on the site (including the oval and 
significant vegetation). The DEC are in the process of 
commissioning a traffic study that will assist in locating 
addition drop-off/pick-up zones, crossings and other 
associated safety matters. 

Chatswood Public School has been bursting at the 

seams for a number of years. It is required to take in an 
ever increasing number of students emanating from the 
high-rise buildings within the Chatswood CBD. The site is 
severely constrained. There is little open space and the 
main building is heritage listed. The first stage in attempting 
to resolve the space issue is that a number of additional 
demountables will be installed on the Chatswood 
High site.  It is proposed that these demountables will be 

used by year 5 & 6 primary students. 
 

Bus to After School 

Councils are considering bussing children to after-school care. Willoughby is one of two Councils (the other being 
Leichhardt) who might set up centralised after-school care centres. Two West Wards three primary schools (Our Lady of 

Dolours and Chatswood Public School)  currently walk their students to the Trumper Pavilion on 
Chatswood Oval. Mowbray Public School has a purpose-built Out of School Hours (OOSH) care 
facility, run by a private operator, within the school grounds. 
 In Willoughby it is postulated that school-based services have less than 10% of the capacity 
needed. Council is looking to refurbish Council facilities to enable them to become multipurpose 
facilities capable for catering for out of school hours services. However, the facilities are not near 
the schools, so transport would be required. 

Dangerous Paths 

 

Council has an on-going program of maintaining their 
footpaths to the appropriate level of safety. Due to various 
factors (particularly growing trees) footpath segments can 
often be raised, resulting in a dangerous lip.  

The first indication you may see that Council is aware of a 
problem is often when they mark the dangerous edge with 
yellow paint. Subsequently, the dangerous edge is 
typically ground to even the adjoining edge.  

If you notice any dangerous situation on a footpath, 
report the problem to Council. This is where the Smart 
Phone App ‘Snap Send Solve’ comes in useful. With 
Snap Send Solve it is a simple matter of taking a 
photograph of the problematic area. Then you simply 
send the image directly to Council’s service department. 
The application provides the link to Council’s Service 
Department. 

 



6 

Complaints Phone App 
 

There is a new mobile phone app that allows you to send 
pictures and location of problems in your area, directly to 
Council. 
It is as simple as. 
1. Download the app to your phone 

(it is called ‘Snap Send Solve‘ 
2. Open the app. You have a 

variety of options such as 
sending a text message or 
photograph. 

3. Select your local Council 
(Willoughby Council has already 
been preloaded into the app).  

The app works out your location (GPS: Latitude & 
Longitude) 

4. Send your complaint/request directly from your 
phone 

5. Once Council receives the complaint/request it would 
processed along with any other complaints (but they will 
have better information to go on, such as the photo and 
accurate location) 

The app was launched in late 2010 and over 30,000 
requests/complaints have been lodged to Councils across 
Australia. 
A news story on the technology can be found at the Daily 
Telegraph. Search using ‘a snappy way to complain’. 

State Electoral Boundaries 
 

State Electoral boundary interim win for West Ward locals: 

The western boundary for the State Electorate of 

Willoughby has been returned to the logical Willoughby 

City Council boundary in the interim map released 

recently by the State Electorate Commission.  

This means Mowbray Road (not Epping Road) will be the 

southern boundary, Lane Cove River will be the western 

boundary and Blue Gun Creek/Boundary Rd the northern 

boundary.  

Several local residents, the Willoughby Watch Editorial 
Committee and the Progress Association were among 
groups that wrote to the redistribution Commissioners 
pointing out that the previous western boundary along 
Greville Street (north and south sections) meant that about 
100 houses near the entry to the Chatswood Golf Course 
were in the Lane Cove electorate, despite the residents 
community of interest with the rest of Willoughby 
electorate. The final boundaries are expected to be 
confirmed in September.      Bob Lawrence 

Chatswood Ignites 
 

No, there hasn’t been a bushfire in Chatswood. However, 
what has been happening is a rapid growth in the sale 
value of Chatswood homes. 

A 4-bedroom 1955’s house on a former Orchard in Violet 
St, Chatswood on a 422sqm block recently sold for more 
than $400,000 over its reserve, setting a new record of 
just over $1.9M. The previous record was just under 
$1.8M.  There was a crowd of 150 people on hand for the 
auction. Thirty were registered bidders. There had been 
200 inspections and 45 contracts issued.  

Bidding started at $1M. It was a tortuous bidding war with 

over 150 bids. Toward the end the bidders tried to offer 

$500 bids but the auctioneer refused on the basis he 

would be there all day. The final bid was $2,000 above 

the previous highest bid. 

Location is the key. Proximity to the Chatswood CBD is 

valuable. The new owners are planning to renovate rather 

than rebuild. 

 

New School Sports Ovals for Chatswood West 
 

Most people would be aware that the sports fields in 
Willoughby are reaching their capacity.  Some of the time 
fields are unplayable due to adverse weather. At other 
times, there are different sporting codes vying for the 
same space or timeslot. There is not just a need across 
the city for more sporting grounds. Chatswood, West 
Ward contains six schools, all are growing in student 
numbers and they have an increasing demand for sporting 
facilities. 

There is a limited number of strategies that can be used to 
address this situation. Installing synthetic surfaces on 
existing fields can overcome some of the adverse weather 
situations. The implementation of lighting on fields can 
extend the playing time on a particular field. Working out 
how to facilitate multiple sporting codes on the same 
surface can address some of the time slot issues. The 
final approach is to find spaces for new fields. This latter 
approach can be prohibitively expensive (due to the high 
value of land in the city. 

Twenty years ago, Council proposed to install lights and a 
synthetic surface on the O.H. Reid Oval site. The local 
residents object, mainly due to the topography of the area. 
The idea was shelved. More recently, Council has been 
undertaking a review of all its sporting facilities. 

Whilst solutions have been found for some sports that only 
require relatively small areas, finding locations for new 
sporting oval has not been successful. 

A local Chatswood West resident has come up with an 
innovative (albeit likely contentious) solution. His idea is to 
build ovals at the northern end of Chatswood Golf Club. 
Possibly 2 to 3 sporting fields could be located on public 
land currently leased to the golf club (the lease is currently 
up for renewal). He points out that the site is well-serviced 
by buses along Delhi Rd. There is an existing unformed 
vehicular road in to the area where parking could be 
located without cars having to go by residential streets. 

The downside for this proposal is the impact on the Golf 
Club. Currently, three of the club’s eighteen holes are 
located on the public land leased from Council. The 
proposal would reduce the course to fifteen holes. This 
would mean golfers would have to play three holes twice. 

Whilst the proposal to reclaim the public land for more 
diverse is radical, it does awaken some issues worthy of 
consideration. It would be quite interesting to see the 
number of players per year that use our various sporting 
facilities. Particularly if this is analysed by the size of the 
facility and the return to Council from fee or leases. 

 

http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/a-snappy-way-to-complain-new-app-sends-complaints-off-to-council/story-fni0cx12-1226692403002
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/a-snappy-way-to-complain-new-app-sends-complaints-off-to-council/story-fni0cx12-1226692403002
http://73tf73.files.wordpress.com/2013/08/phone.jpg
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Errors in New Laws 
 

The State Government is pursuing radical and 
fundamental change to the State’s planning laws. The 
process used for such changes is to first prepare a “Green 
Paper” and seek public comment.  

In theory, based on feedback the Government issues a 
revised version of proposals in the form of a “White 
Paper”. Accompanying the White Paper is a “Draft 
Exposure Bill”. The exposure bill is the basis for legislation 
to come. Again, the Government seeks feedback before 
issuing the Final Bill that goes to Parliament for 
consideration. 

Between the public and the government is the Planning 
Department. They are charted with undertaking the public 
consultation and draft the papers and bill. 

In the recent progression of the proposed new planning 
legislation, Planning and Infrastructure Director-General 
Sam Haddad has admitted that his staff may have spread 
“inaccurate or misleading information”. For many months 
now, advocates of the Better Planning Network (BPN) a 
statewide alliance of over 300 local community groups 
have been arguing that what they were being told by 
Departmental staff did not align with what was in the Green 
Paper. More importantly, it did not align to what was in the 
draft exposure bill. 

Planning Minister Brad Hazzard admitted that issues had 
risen that needed to be fixed. There has been widespread 
call for the legislation not to be rushed to Parliament in 
September. 

 

Referendum Lost? 
 

The referendum designed to give Local Government 
financial certainty has been postponed. Evidently, the 
earliest the referendum could be held was September 14.  

Direct federal funding to local government has delivered 
safer roads, upgraded public amenities and better 
playgrounds and parks. However, it is at risk due to two 
court cases that found direct funding to be 
unconstitutional. 

When the constitution was written federal funding for local 
government projects wasn’t mentioned, which means 
today billions of dollars in federal funding for community 
projects could technically be legally challenged. 

The referendum, unlike many, looked likely to be passed 
as it had bipartisan support. 

If you happen to be speaking with candidates for the 
upcoming election on 7th September, ask them what they 
intend to do about the referendum.  

Lake Macquarie Mayor Jodie Harrison said the way in 
which the constitution was worded meant it was crucial for 
the referendum to be passed. “When our constitution was 
written 112 years ago, federal funding for local government 
projects wasn’t mentioned, which means today billions of 
dollars in federal funding for community projects could 
technically be legally challenged.” 

A bill to hold the referendum cleared Parliament on June 
24, with only seven Coalition senators voting against it. 

Kevin Rudd, in announcing that the referendum would not 
be held said it was something that he would try to look at in 
the next term of the Government. 

 

Footpath Policy 

Willoughby Council has an ongoing policy to provide a concrete footpath on at least one side of every street. There is an 
annual budget allocated that allows a limited number of new footpaths per annum.  

In high pedestrian traffic areas Council tries to provide footpaths on both sides of the street. In the past, in some locations, 
there have been objections to the implementation of new footpaths (sometimes people want to keep a “green” feel to the 
street. When this occurs Council will usually move on to another street where footpaths are welcome.. 
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Station Bedlam? 

Concerns have been raised about the impacts at 
Chatswood Railway Station when the North West Rail 
Link is completed. The Link will run from Chatswood to 
Rouse Hill. 

Trains will run every five 
minutes during the 
peak. This may mean 
that there will be an 
extra 12 trains per 
hour using Chatswood 

Station. 

Of more concern is the fact that the trains terminate at 
Chatswood. This means that all passengers have to 
alight and change trains at the same time as 
commuters are trying to board trains for the city. In 
addition, the new service will have new single deck trains 
which are able to carry about 50 per cent more people 
than double deck trains.  Add it up, more trains, more 
people more often could be a recipe for disaster. 

On another front, the tunnels being bored for the Link will 
not accommodate the existing double-decker train sets – 
short term thinking? 

Council Mergers 

 Councils are being ‘urged to 
merge’. Proposals are to merge 
the 42 Sydney Councils into 10 or 
15 larger Councils.  

There is evidence from other States that Council mergers 
can return significant benefits. In our area, Willoughby 
Council is being urged to merge with Hunters Hill, Lane 
Cove, Mosman, and North Sydney. When Willoughby 
Council was first chartered it included the current area of 
Lane Cove Council. A large part of the council area was 
also known as North Sydney. 

Currently, Willoughby Council is part of the Northern Regional 
Organisation of Councils. This includes: Willoughby, Hornsby, 
Ryde, Kur-ring-gai, Lane Cove Hunters Hill and North 
Sydney. 

At this stage, Council mergers are voluntary. However, in 

the future it is likely that Councils will be denied access to 

funds unless they merge. 

Another issue with Council mergers is local 

representation (the number of Councillors). In the past 

many Councils have held referendums about the number 

of Councillors and Wards. Largely, people have voted to 

reduce numbers. Take for instance West Ward. There are 

only two of the three elected Councillors servicing the 

Ward. 

The biggest issue with voluntary mergers is that both 

senior Council staff and Councillors would be concerned 

that they may ‘lose their job’. 

It will be interesting to see how the State Government 

progresses this matter. 
 

Fullers Road 

The saga of inaction on the Fullers Road issue continues. After extensive public consultation the RMS had developed a 
traffic safety management plan that they proposed to implement on a trial basis. It included lane marking treatments for 
both west and eastbound traffic, albeit the majority of the changes applied to westbound traffic movement.  In February 
2013, after request from some local residents, the local member, Gladys Berejiklian advised that she had requested and 
the RMS had agreed to an independent safety assessment of the proposed changes. Evidently, this report was 
completed in early April, but not released. A concerned resident requested copies of report from RMS under FOI/GIPA 
legislation). The conclusions drawn in the report are apparently inconclusive. There has been no further word for the local 
member or RMS on the status of the project. 
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