
Minutes 
Chatswood West Ward Progress Association Inc.

Monthly Meeting Thursday 19th September 2013

1. Welcome to visitors and members – total 27; Apologies: Robert Orme; Brigit 
Niall

2. Minutes of Meeting of 15th August 2013 confirmed
3. Correspondence (list attached, file available)
4. Matters arising from Minutes and Correspondence handled by topic
5. Treasurer’s Report – balance $2,884.28. Acting-Treasurer still chasing weeklt,  

term deposit monies confiscated by ASIC
6. Councillors’ Report – Councillor Saville addressed the meeting on a number of 

topics and answered questions. She mentioned that Council had stayed with 
CSIRO prediction regarding Climate Change ahd that Council is considering 
impacts of sea level rise. Still waiting for clarification regarding demolition of 
old buildings at RNSH.

7. Open space Report
• Renewal of Golf Club lease. On public exhibition. Various perspectives 

given. A key issue is communities right of access around/over lands. Lease 
will not be renewed until such issues resolved.

• Planning continuing for the expansion of Mowbray School. Key objective 
that is worked towards is the retention of significant trees and protection of 
the open space on the site.The most likely outcome could be new 3-storey 
building along Mowbray Rd and backing onto staff carpark. Retention of 
Hall, Administration building (converted use) and two existing double 
classrooms

• Trees have been removed from Chatswood High site to allow installation of 
17 demountable buildings between the oval and Locality J. Chatswood High 
School: Question for Councillors - What is status of master planning of the 
site? Who is representing the wider community interest? Not answered.

8. Traffic Report
• Fullers Rd: Kaye Russell, RMS (17th) reports frustration, After consultation 

with the Local Member they have been required to have another detailed 
look at proposals. The main issues raised by residents after the final 
consultation were driveway access; location of pedestrian refuges and the 
like. In relation to eastbound accidents, these are predominately rear-end 
accidents caused by congestion (so any further congestion created on the 
uphill lanes could cause more accidents; whereas as westbound accidents 
tended to be high speed with loss of control). No idea as to when further 
investigations will be completed. Kaye also confirmed that Fulers Rd is still 
on the list for a speed camera (albeit at the bottom of the list)

• Correspondence from Mr Stanly (see Correspondence IN)
• Mowbray Rd: John Begley, RMS absent until Monday 23rd. Greg Kevill 

trying to find out when consultation will begin.
• Coolaroo Road and Dalrymple Avenue during rush hour and school traffic 

periods (SEE ATTACHED)
• Beaconsfield/Ralston light (updates on how they are functioning?)



• Comprehensive discussion about Fullers Rd, Mowbray Rd, 
Coolaroo/Dalrymple and Beaconsfield light. In particular, requests for ‘Left 
Turn with Care’ sign from Beaconsfield to Mowbray and aright arrow for 
Mowbray to Beaconsfield, however others disagreed.

9. Police & Neighbourhood Watch. Inspector Doreen Cruickshank will be 
returning head up the Chatswood Area Command. A vulnerable persons register 
has been established. The ‘Eyewatch’ initiative that replaced Neighbourhood 
Watch is being promoted. More details available at: 
http://cwwpa.org/2013/09/20/eyewatch/

10. General Business
• VALE Phil Daly (Wood St) National Serviceman; local Scoutmaster (plus 

probably other community activities. Marg was on the original No Right 
Turn/Rat Run Committee

• New Planning Laws – delayed until 15th October to allow time to address 
pubic concerns.

• Thomas St Carpark – PAC session held; still no determination
• Swimming Pool Barriers. Pools and spas now need to registered. See: 

http://www.swimmingpoolregister.nsw.gov.au/
• Bushfire Safety: Bushfire Emergency Kits.

The Association has been discussing with Council the clarity of what people 
should do in the event of a bushfire (particularly in relation to evacuation 
procedure if require). A separate issue was raised about how a synthetic 
surface at Chatswood High School Oval. Please checkout the results of these
discussions at: http://cwwpa.org/2013/09/20/bush-fire-survival-plan/. There 
was also a suggestion that with a change in Fire Brigade management there 
may be a change to the operations of the Community Fire Units. (Discuss 
with the Community Fire Units re email addresses of members)

• Councillor expenses policy on exhibition – administrative requirement
• Willoughby City Signage:  President McCredie comments on further 

community consultation and request the consultation include the location of 
signs and that the matter be referred to the Traffic Committee. There was 
also an expression that unless the signage is widely established it might be a 
waste of money.

• Email list: we have now compiled an email list in excess of 450 people. 
Some of these will probably have moved or changed their address, but still 
expect to have over 400 names. Please promote to your friends and 
neighbours. Get them to simply email cwwpanews@gmail.com placing 
‘Newsletter’ in subject.

• There was some discussion as to how we could reach more residents to   
obtain their email address. The Secretary undertook to consider this 
matter in due course. Other than doorknocking another strategy might be 
to approach various community groups such as P&Cs, Scouts and the 
like).

• The President drew attention to the ‘No Advertising Mail’ initiative. IT 
was deemed that the Distribution Code of Practice did not apply to the 
Associations Newsletter. For a more detailed analysis of the code go to: 
http://cwwpa.org/2013/09/20/no-advertising-mail-no-catalogues/

• The President drew the meetings attention to the Dougherty Community 
Centres’ 30th Birthday: 11AM – 4PM Wednesday 2 October, BBQ Lunch $5 
at 12pm.
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• General Manager’s contract renewed despite Clrs. Coppock, Hooper and 
Wright lodging a rescission

• General Manager refused to accept a motion from Clr Hooper about 
staples. Probably first time in at least 25 years that a Councillor’s proposed 
motion has been refused. GM: “Notices of Motion such as these are 
unnecessary. To waste staff time preparing reports on such minor administrative 
matters is not supported. A simple request via email to the General Manager would
suffice. I do not intend to provide any further comments on such minor matters.”

• Property at 43 Wilfred Avenue for sale, possibly using misleading ‘artist 
impressions. This property was the basis of extensive community conver.

• Cultural and Environment Committee (16 Sept)
- Draft Voluntary Planning Agreements Policy. 

* Many issues including appearance of money raised via VPA’s 
appears to many as Council accepting a ‘bribe’ to allow developers to 
overdevelop.
* There are other more transparent mechanism available to Council to 
raise revenue from development including a fixed % of the value of 
development

- Economic Development Study 
The scope of the study will include a review of all the local business 
and industrial centres in the City to identify their key economic 
attributes and measures in order to facilitate their viability and 
productivity. See: http://cwwpa.org/2013/09/18/economic-
development-study/

- Open Space Recreation Plan. There is an ongoing issue that 
when Council is asked to consider individual Open Space Recreation 
Projects it is not supplied with a strategic framework or comprehensive
data to allow comparison of one sporting use with another.

• There was brief mention of The Waverton Hub – a self-help network for 
and of older people. More details about the hub are available at:  
http://www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/Community_Services/Aged_Access/Th
e_Waverton_Hub To date, Willoughby Council has not been interested in 
considering such an initiative. The Association will consider having a 
speaker address at a future date.

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 17th October 2013 at 7:30 PM

• ITEMS OF INTEREST AT: cwwpa.org

a. New Opal Travel Card: http://cwwpa.org/2013/09/10/the-true-cost-of-opals/ 
some people like them, others don’t.

b. New population/housing targets: http://cwwpa.org/2013/09/10/bigger-better/ 
30% increase in Willoughby’s population. Where will they live?

c. STA buses face problems in West Ward: http://cwwpa.org/2013/08/30/sta-
buses-chatswood-west/

d. Parking changes in Centennial Avenue: 
http://cwwpa.org/2013/08/30/centennial-ave-parking-changes/

e. New sportsgrounds for Chatswood West? http://cwwpa.org/2013/08/26/new-
sportsgrounds-for-chatswood-west/. Public Exhibition: 
http://cwwpa.org/2013/08/20/golf-club-lands-draft/
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f. Driveway speed humps? http://cwwpa.org/2013/08/20/driveway-speed-
bumps/

g. North West Rail Link: Single deckers the way to go? 
http://cwwpa.org/2013/08/20/single-deckers-the-way-to-go/

h. A neat way to complain to Council: 
http://cwwpa.org/2013/08/07/complaints-phone-app/

i. Bushfire Safety: http://cwwpa.org/2013/09/17/bushfire-safety/

CORRESPONDENCE  IN

a. Traffic Item

Coolaroo Road and Dalrymple Avenue

Thank you for your drop-off news letter and what really interests me is that it seems no 
one (Gladys Berejiklian, Joe Hockey and James Brocklebank) thinks it's serious enough to 
review the problem of traffic flow through Coolaroo Road and Dalrymple Avenue during rush 
hour and school traffic periods.
 
With the Lane Cove re-zoning of the Southern side of Mowbray road, the said 5/6 new 
developments will bring in another "huge" amount of traffic into the back streets of Chatswood 
West and residence in the area especially in Coolaroo Road and Dalrymple Avenue will suffer 
more than what it already is today.
 
From Lisa Handley's survey and submission to the Willoughby council more than a year ago of 
the flow of traffic her work was all in vain and rejected by James Brocklebank, Group Leader 
Traffic & Transport.
 
In the last 2 months of me being home, I counted at least 1 car a second during the rush hour 
and school periods as this "rat run" from Mowbray Road to Chatswood is getting more popular 
and the newly installed Traffic lights at Beaconsfield & Mowbray Road does not really serve the 
residence of Coolaroo Road and Dalrymple Avenue as it only permits traffic to turn left into 
Mowbray road and not right.
 
May I ask can this Coolaroo Road and Dalrymple Avenue traffic problem be highlighted in your 
next newsletter and can it be also placed on the AGENDA for the next 3rd Thursday of 
September meeting as it will be an increase problem when the new residence moves into their 
newly purchased premises Southern end of Mowbray road. 
 
A resolution needs to be done to make it more difficult for free flow traffic through the area as 
today and the future volumes will increase and also some "hoons" are also utilising it as a "race 
track" late night/early morning too.

b. Draft Swimming Pool Barrier Inspection Policy

(Pamphlet)

C. Fullers Rd   Full correspondence in folder.

Conclusion I have attempted to draw out the major issues, which are:
- RMS had knowledge that the narrowing proposal would not solve the problem
- RMS has persisted with attempting to justify its ill conceived proposal, and its lack of formal 
  methodology
- RMS  has closed its mind to any alternative solution such as Speed cameras
- RMS has sat on it’s hands for over 6 months since the PG report was presented to it, and in     
the meantime many more avoidable accidents have occurred
- RMS is now coming forward with its revised plan. This must be subject to rigorous Traffic 
modelling before any further consideration
- RMS should move out of the way and allow the installation of a Speed camera before it 
attempts any “fix up” of the Proposal.
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CORRESPONDENCE OUT

President to Council re Willoughby City Signage


