
Chatswood West Ward Progress Association 

MINUTES 
Thursday 21

st
 August 2014 

7:30 PM Dougherty Centre – 7 Victor Street – Chatswood 

 
Chairman’s welcome 
 
Attendance: 15 members as recorded in attendance book 

 
Apologies: Basil Lasznski; Richard Lambert; John Hayes; Max Menzies; Ernest 
Sandral; Kay Fruedenstein; Shirley Errey 
 
Declarations of Interest: Nil. 

 
Correspondence OUT/IN – Nil of any significance 

 
Minutes of July Meeting adopted. Matters arising from minutes – treated below. 
Actions resulting from the meeting are shown in bold. 

 
Treasurer’s report: Current balance - $6541.56. Approval to pay $387 for Voluntary 
Workers Insurance. 
 
Councillor’s Report: Clr. Saville contributed to items below. 

 
OPEN SPACE REPORT  

Golf Club Lands: Alfred Berhardt has advised that legal paperwork is progressing re 
the establishment of the Rail to River Walk. Council has already proceeded in 
upgrading the track. 

 
Tree removal: New legislation may allow for trees to be removed within ten metres 
from a house (in declared fire prone land). It is believed that the State’s ‘1050’ 
legislation overrides Council’s TPO. Council resolved to protest this issue. 

 
CBD Open Space: There is an interesting question by Councillor Saville and response 
by Greg Woodhams about open space in the CBD. Read it on our website. Clr. Saville 
reported that  laneways and the like are now being counted as open space. There was 
also discussion regarding ensuring large developments provide open space at grade. 
This issue has been referred to the next Environment Committee. 

 
Pacific Highway Streetscape: Clr. Saville has resubmitted her motion to address 
streetscape on the Pacific Highway between Boundary Rd and St Leonards. In the 
intervening 3 months the cost of just the feasibility study has increased by 20%. This is 
a large and costly project that has previously been rejected by Council (presumably 
because of the cost compared to other projects).  

 
Hawthorne Avenue Footpath: To overcome the obstacle posed by rock outcrops, 
Council is proposing to paint blue markings on the roadway where pedestrians would 
divert to pass the outcrops. It was suggested that residents organize a street meeting to 
further discuss the issue. 
 
Crown Land White Paper: Clr. Saville reported that the legislation has been 
withdrawn. 
 



Chatswood High & Oval: There is a current DA. Ward Councillors will be meeting on 
site. 
 

TRAFFIC REPORT 
Chatswood Chase Parking: Council refused the request to reduce free parking time. 

 
Western precinct consultant’s report: coming to the 1st September meeting of 
Council’s traffic committee. 
 

Traffic Hotspots: Following the development of a prioritisation process, Council staff 

have compiled a list of traffic matters. A proposals affecting West Ward is the closure of 

Spring St. The report also documented work undertaken in 2013/14: Traffic Signals at 

Mowbray Road and Beaconsfield Road; – Installation of 6 pedestrian refuges on Mowbray 

Road West by Lane Cove Council; a traffic study reviewing the impacts of the Mowbray 

Road/Beaconsfield Road traffic signals and the traffic recommendations associated with 

rezoning of land on the Lane Cove side of Mowbray Road; Fullers Road, between James 

Street and Greville Street – reduction to One Lane westbound with turning bays; On 

Centennial Avenue – a 2 lane speed hump was installed west of Jenkins Street. Highest 

Ranked projects for 2014/15: 1. Victoria Avenue, convert eastbound lane to bus lane; 2. 

Spring Street, road closure at Victoria Avenue; 4. Mowbray Road at Centennial Avenue – 

right turn phase. 
 
15. Albert Avenue / Albert Lane – Left Turn Only out of Albert Lane (will be 
implemented once Meriton development completed); 16. Victoria Avenue, east of 
Anderson Street – convert indented parking to Taxi Zone (in conjunction with Victoria 
Avenue bus lane); 18. Oliver Street at Pacific Highway – widen Oliver Street for 2 way 
access/restrict Centennial Avenue to left in/left out. 

 
Corona Avenue: As part of the Boundary Rd upgrade it is proposed to signalise the 
intersection of Corona Rd and the Pacific Highway. 

 
Hatfield Avenue: When the new Mowbray School is being built the only entry to the 
school will be via Hatfield Avenue. Works are proposed to maximise safety at this 
location during construction. 
 
Wyvern/Anglo/Dulwich/View Ratrun 
Update/explanation sought of Councillors – Clr. Saville hopes to lodge the petition this 
Monday night. It will then be referred to the Council Traffic Committee 
 
Mowbray Rd at St Peters Green. Issues with safety islands and bus stop. Clr. Saville 
will investigate. 

 
MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS  

The Better Planning Network (BPN): an alliance of around 400 community group is 
active in monitoring, lobbying and protesting against State Government Planning 
initiatives. Find them at: http://betterplanningnetwork.good.do/nsw/pages/about-us/- 
email list members to be asked if they would like to receive regular information 
from the BPN 

 
UTS School: It looks like there will be a new public school opening in 2015 on the old 
UTS University site in Lindfield. Whilst this site is outside West Ward it could have 
dramatic impact on our local school. It is mooted that the school will accommodate 
3,000 pupils. 

 



Population Conversation: Council hosted a population forum looking at the impact of 
a rapidly growing population on Willoughby. It was suggested that the Federation of 

PAs be requested to establish a working group on the ‘Population Explosion’ and 

Council’s Strategic Response to the Issue. 
 

 

126 Greville Street: The site has been sold. Clr. Saville reported that the new owners 

may be considering adaptive reuse of the building. Clr Saville requested to raise with 

General Manager the possibility of achieving community space within the existing 

building. 

 

Pacific Highway Development: Clr. Saville reported that a DA has been approved on 

the site of the current Persian Carpet Market. 

 
 

GENERAL BUSINESS  
Commemoration of Mayor Reilly: Beth and Sophie Reilly favour a life-sized statue 
costing around $70,000. Council voted a maximum expenditure of $35,000 so life-sized 
statue could only be achieved by public donations. Other options are grants and the 
like.. After some discussion, the majority at the meeting felt that a bust costing 

around $35,000 would seem appropriate. It was also suggested that the public be 
given the opportunity to contribute to the project. There was some favour for a 
Scholarship concept but generally people could not see how it could be sustained 
for a reasonable scholarship value. (Copies to Council and Federation PAs) 
 
Pacific Highway Footpath Conditions: Complaint lodged with Paul Collings. 
 
Lighting Currey Park: Clr. Saville reported that she had made representations and 
that bighter lighting would be installed over the pedestrian crossing. 
 
Baptist Church Development: Clr. Saville has checked. The church had a DA 
approved in 2011 for major modification. No started with Private Certifier. 
 
Federation of Progress Associations: Report from President McCredie. Major items 
discussed related to Chanel 9; Artarmon Station Lifts and the Parking Startegy.  
 
One Person One Vote: There was some discussion regarding current proposed 
legislation that could ultimately see business owners in the city being automatically 
enrolled. It is believed that this may give business voters additional votes than at 
present. It was suggested that a ‘white paper’ be prepared on this issue and that the 

Federation be consulted about forming a working group. 

 
Councillors Code of Meeting Practice: Clr. Saville reported on deliberations a.s to 
how to handle potentially long absences from Council 

 
Meeting closed: 9:45pm 

 

The next meeting: Thursday 18
th
 September 2014 at 7:30 PM – Dougherty Centre 

 
 


