
Chatswood West Ward Progress Association Inc. 
 

Monthly Meeting 15
th

 August 2013 
 

MINUTES 
 

MEET the CANDIDATES 

Given the upcoming elections on 7
th

 September 2013 it was decided to hold a Meet the 

Candidates session prior to the monthly meeting. The candidates for Bradfield and 

North Sydney were invited. 

 

Twenty-eight persons were present for the session which was addressed by Paul 

Fletcher (sitting LNP candidate for Bradfield); Peter Hayes (ALP North Sydney);Chris 

Haviland (ALP Bradfield) and Alison Hayes (Greens North Sydney). Candidates were 

given 6 minutes each to address the meeting. However, the President also invited 

candidates to speak for a second 6 minutes on behalf of a colleague who was not in 

attendance. At the end of the addresses the President invited the candidates to form a 

panel to accept and answer questions from the floor. 

 

The session took a little over 2 hours. A synopsis of candidates’ addresses and questions 

and answers is attached. 

 

Due to the long Meet the Candidates session, the Monthly meeting did not start till after 

9:30. 

 

MONTHLY MEETING 

 

1. Apologies were received from Robert Orme, John Hayes and Richard Lambert 

2. The Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of 16
th

 May were confirmed. 

3. The Correspondence for the previous month was available 

4. Matters arising from the minutes: 

 Short discussion about new Mowbray Rd traffic Management proposals 

(letter from Council to be sent to Traffic Co-ordinator). 

 Update on dates and time of Thomas St Carpark development 

 Short update on Fullers Rd 

 Discussion re Clr. Stevens’ Leave of Absence situation – only three 

options to resolve – Council rescind it previous grant of leave; Clr 

Stevens resign; change to Local Government Act (longer term) 

5. The Acting Treasurer presented his report. 

6. No Councillor present for a Councillors Report 

7. No Open Space Report, Police/Neighbourhood or Traffic Report (see items in 

Matters Arising. 

8. General Business: 

Nil 

9.  Next Meetings: 19 Sep; 17 Oct; 21 Nov: 12 Dec 2013 



MEET the CANDIDATES 

 

On Thursday 15
th

 August 2013, candidates for the upcoming Federal Election to be held 

on 7
th

 December were invited to address members of the Association at the Monthly 

Meeting. They were also offered the opportunity to place material in this edition of the 

West Ward News but only one (Paul Fletcher) took up that offer. 

 

West Ward covers to of the Federal Electorates: North Sydney (held by Liberal Joe 

Hockey) and Bradfield (held by Liberal Paul Fletcher). The candidates are: 

 

NORTH SYDNEY BRADFIELD 

Hockey, Joe Liberal Fletcher, Paul Liberal 

Hayes, Peter ALP Harrold, Paul DLP 

Haines, Alison Greens McInnes, Pippa Greens 

McCaffrey, Angus DLP Haviland, Chris ALP 

Khan, Raheam Palmer United Buchanan, Blake Palmer United 

  Wiszniewski, 

Witold 

Christian Democrat 

 

Hayes, Haines, Harrold and Fletcher took up the opportunity to address members and 

answer questions. The DLP’s Senate candidate also attended. 

 

Peter Hayes, ALP spoke of support for renewable energy, schools, the M3/F2 link, 

expanded before and after school care and providing $1.6M for each school. 

Alsison Haines (Greens) emphasised renewable energy, certainty for investors, 

dropping the fossil fuel subsidy and opposing cuts to the University sector. 

 

Paul Harrold (DLP) wanted jobs creation, a National Population Plan, increased migrant 

intake to provide labour, decentralised hospital funding, allowing 5% of super to be 

applied to home loans, increased support for small business, University reforms, 

flexibility in education and better wages for teachers. 

 

Paul Fletcher (Liberal) attacked labours economic management and taxes. He wanted a 

strong economy, a controlled budget and a reduction in the tax burden, reduced red tape, 

One Stop Shop for government approvals, two days of parliament set aside to get rid of 

unneeded laws. 

 

Clr Lynne Saville (Greens) raised the issue of ocean warming and other marine aspects. 

Fletcher (LIB) said they probably would not commit to a bi-lateral emissions target.  

Harrold (DLP) cited Tim Flannery’s varying policy positions. Haines (Greens) would 

set ambitious targets such as 100% renewable energy. Hayes (ALP) commented that 

they would probably support the initiatives suggested. 

 

There was a wide divergence of opinion with regard to the rollout of the National 

Broadband Network.. There was some argy-bargy between the Liberal and ALP 

candidates about how much the initiative would cost and what level of service is 

needed. The DLP felt the network should be left to the private sector. The Greens did 

not see it as an issue they would get involved with 

 


